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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


UNITED KINGDOM: WAR OFFICE. 


With a view to obtaining the best self-propelled lorry for military 
Prizes for best the Secretary of State for War offers 


- Self-Propelled three prizes :— 


~ A first prize of 5001. 
for Military A second prize of 2501., and 


Purposes. A third prize of 1001, 
for the three self-propelled lorries which shall be adjudged, after an 
exhaustive series of trials, which will commence on Wednesday, 
4th December, 1901, to be the best suited to military requirements. 
Competing vehicles must fulfil certain conditions which have 
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been laid down by the War Office Committee on Mechanical 
Transport. 

Full particulars of the competition, and a statement of require- 
ments which must be fulfilled by competing vehicles, can be 
obtained on application to the Secretary, Mechanical Transport 
Committee, War Office, Horse Guards, Whitehall. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

- trade received at the Canadian Government. 

te a. to Trad Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
* information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries—The exclusive representation of some large 
exporters of cheese from Canada is desired for the English and 
South African markets by a gentlemen with experience of both. 

Enquiry is made for the name of a Canadian firm supplying a 
form of rubber cloth prepared for taking blue prints. 

A Manchester firm asks for addresses of printers of cotton goods 
in Canada. 


Canadian Enquiries—A firm of manufacturers’ agents at 
Vancouver are prepared to open up correspondence with English 
houses desiring to do business with British Columbia and the 
Yukon territory. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Raquiries Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 


: Curator of which Section further particulars 
relating to Trade. may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries——A London house is prepared to arrange with 
an influential Canadian firm to deal in teas to be shipped direct 
from its plantations in India and Ceylon to Canada. 

A company manufacturing tools would like to hear from 
Canadian makers of handles in a position to fill orders. 


Canadian Enquiry.—A Canadian tanning house, producing various 
kinds ‘of upper leather, wishes to be placed in touch with reliable 
importer prepared to undertake the sale of their leather in the 
United Kingdom. 


Foreign Enquiry.—An Italian house asks for names of Canadian 
shippers of dried codfish. 
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NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Tenders f from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 
~e vem that tenders are invited by the Norwegian 
a & oR State Railways Administration, not later than 
_— 2.30 p.m. of the 26th June, for the supply of 
37,600 kilogs. of galvanised iron wire (4 millim.), 9,300 kilogs. of 
alvanised iron wire (3 millim.), 12,800 insulators, 9,000 insulator- 
holders, 3,600 top covers. 
Conditions of tender and further information may be obtained 
on application at the offices of the Inspector of Telegraphs, No. 8, 
Stenersgade, Christiania, between the hours of 10 and 12. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
Tenders for Coal. stating that tenders are invited by the 
Norwegian Naval Authorities, not later than 
noon of the 14th June, for the supply of about 3,000 tons of 
Cardiff coal, Nixon steam navigation, doubie screened, and about 
280 tons gas coal, Feeling main, best. 
Tenders in sealed envelopes, marked “ Anbud paa Kul,” should 
be addressed to “ Marinens Intendantur, Horten, Norway,” where 
conditions of tender may be obtained on application. 


PORTUGAL. 


Tenders are called for by the Directorate of the State railways 

Iron Sheet of the Minho and Douro, to be presented at 

, their offices in Campanha (Oporto), where full 
particulars as to specification and conditions of 
contract may be seen as follows :— 

(“Lisbon Gazette” of 27th ult.): For the supply of 125 sheets 
and 90 bars of iron, for the construction and repair of points and 
crossings ; tenders to be opened at 1 p.m. on 11th inst., and each 
tenderer to make a provisional deposit of 55 milreis, or 8/. 12s., the 
day before. 

(“Lisbon Gazette” of 28th ult.): For the supply of 550 springs 
and 100 tons of iron'of various shapes and dimensions ; tenders to 
be opened at 1 p.m. on 12th inst., and each tenderer to make a 
provisional deposit of 190 milreis, or 29/. 14s., the day before. 


Bars, &c. 


The “Gazettes” containing the above notice may be seen- 


on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 23rd ult. contains a notice calling for 
fi tenders for the furnishing of a floating steam 
one Se fire-engine and of a mechanically propelled 
Floating Steam jaunch for the use of the Barcelona Port Works 
Fire-engine and Committee. Tenders must be presented prior 
for Leunch. to 19th August at 3 p.m., and a provisional 
deposit of 1,000 pesetas, or about 28/. 18s., in the case of each vessel 
is required to qualify a tender. The statement of conditions of 
the contract may be seen at the Secretariat of the Port Works 
Committee on the first floor of the “Casa Lonja” in Barcelona, 
and it is pointed out that the fire-engine vessel must be capable 
of being utilised as a tug for large craft. 


The same “Gazette ” contains a notice calling for tenders, which’ 
f will be opened on the 9th July next from 12 to 
ames Se 1 p.m. in the Municipal Offices of the town of 
Electric Lighting. jieza, for the establishment of public lighting 
in the town named by electricity, and for working the system for 
20 years, for an upset payment of 3,000 pesetas, or about 86/. 14s. 
per annum, on the basis of 70 lamps of 10 candle (German) power, 
except one which is to be of 16 candle-power. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 24th ult. contains a notice calling for 
f tenders, which will be opened at noon on 26th 
are 5 uly next, in the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Electric Industry, Commerce and Public Works, Madrid, 
Teemway. for the concession and working for 60 years of 
an electric tramway from the Santuario de la Yedra to the railway 
station of Baeza, on the line from Manzanares to Cordoba, province 
of Jaen. The competition will turn first on the proposed tariff 
stated in the “‘Gazette,” and then on a reduction in the term of years 
for which the concession is to last. A provisional deposit of 
6,468°30 pesetas, or about 186]. 18s., is required to qualify any 
tender, and it is noted that a petition has already been made for 
the concession upon the particulars given in which the plan and 
tariff are based, and that certain preferential rights are reserved to 
the petitioner. 


The same “ Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders for the 
purchase of the Monitor Puigcerda, as slr lies 
Sale of a Monitor. in the docks of the Ferrol Arsenal, with her 
machinery, boilers, principal installations and 
adjuncts, which are detailed in a note attached to the sheet of 
conditions on view in the Secretariat of the Arsenal, at the upset 
price of 16,000 pesetas, or about 462/. 10s. A provisional deposit 
of 5 per cent. of the upset price is required to qualify any tender. 
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The “ Madrid Gazette” of 25th ult. contains an announcement 

confirming the contract for a concession for 
Railway Material. working the railway from Madrid to Vaciama- 

drid, and from the latter point to Arganda del 
Rey (see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 25th April, p. 170) to the 
. Administrator appointed by the “ Société d’études de chemins de 
fer et d’entreprises industrielles et commerciales en Espagne,” for 
the sum of 1,700,000 pesetas, or about 49,132/. 18s. in credits 
against the company formerly working the said railway. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 29th ult. contains a notice calling for 
tenders which will be opened on 30th Jaly next, 
at noon, in the Ministry of Agriculture, Industry, 
Commerce and Public Works in Madrid, for the 
establishment and working for 60 years of an 
electric tramway from Cadiz to San Fernando, with a branch to 
La Carraca. Competition will turn, firstly, upon a reduction from 
the scale of fares and freights stated in the notice, and then, in the 
' event of two similar propositions being presented, upon a reduction 
from the maximum term of the concession. It is noted that a 
petition exists for the concession, and that the author of it has 
certain preferential rights. The plan and statement of special 
conditions of the concession may be seen at the Ministry named. 
A provisional deposit of 18,118 pesetas, or about 524/. 85., is 
required to qualify any tender. 


Contract for 
Electric 
Tramway. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 31st ult. contains a notice calling for 

Cidstesee tor tenders for the installation and working for 20 
Electric Lighting. ¥°2"S of an electric light system for the town of 

‘Alcala de Guadaira (Province of Seville). The 
maximum payment by the Municipality is fixed at 8,000 pesetas, 
or about 2311. 19s., per annum, for which 210 incandescent lights 
of 10 candle power each, besides what may be required in the 
Municipal Offices, prison, night schools and town clock, have to be 
provided. 

Tenders will be opened at 11 a.m. on the day after the notice 
has appeared 30 times in the “‘ Madrid Gazette,” in the Municipal 
Buildings of the town. A provisional deposit of 400 pesetas, or 
about 11/. 12s., has to be made beforehand to qualify any tender. 

The same “Gazette” contains Royal Orders authorising the 
purchase in France and Germany, without the formalities of 
calling for tender, of sundry articles required by the Artillery, by 
the Artillery Factory at Trubia, by the Brass Foundry at Seville, 
and by the Central Shooting School. 
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The “Madrid Gazette” of 2nd inst. contains a notice calling for 

Z tenders, to be presented on a date which will 

— Tt hereafter be announced, for the supply of oil, 

— grease, and other articles that may be required 

in the Arsenal of Ferrol up to 31st December, 1908. The 

specification and conditions of the contract may be seen at the 

Secretariat of the Admiralty at the Arsenal, and in the Ministry of 

Marine. A provisional deposit of 1,500 pesetas, or about 431. 8s, 
will be required to qualify any tender. 

The “Gazettes” containing the above may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, London, $.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


With reference to the article on the subject of the Bosnian 
. railways on pp. 335-6 of the “ Board of Trade 
” for 15th November last, a despatch, 

— dated 20th ult., has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consui-General at Budapest reporting that the 
promised Bill for the extension of the Bosnian Railway system 
was laid before the Hungarian Chamber of Deputies by the Prime 
Minister on the 18th ult. 

Article 1 empowers the Government to contract a loan of 
3,000,0001. redeemable in 60 years, to cover the cost of construc- 
tion of a line from Sera-jevo through the valley of the Lim to 
Uvac at the frontier of the Sandjak of Novi Bazar and of a branch 
line from Visegrad through the Rzava Valley to the Servian frontier. 
These lines to be in the first place narrow gauge, but to be capable 
of subsequent conversion to the normal gauge. As soon as the 
above lines are completed, further railways are, it is provided in the 
Bill, to be built between Samac and Doboi, and between Bugoino 
and Arzano, the gauge in either case to be identical with that in 
use at the point of contact with the existing railway system. 

In an explanatory memorandum annexed to the Bill the con- 
siderations are set forth which have influenced the joint Govern- 
ment in deciding to take these constructions in hand. 


GREECE. 


With reference to the notice relating to the proposed new Syra 
Dock on p. 418 of the “Board of Trade 
The Proposed Journal” for 25rd ult., H.M. Consul at Syra 
ee reports that such a dock as the one proposed 
Byra. would probabiy avert the complete downfall of 

the port of Syra, which for many years past has been steadily 
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declining, owing to the development of the Pirawus, whose 
present industrial activity and resources have made that port 
by far the most important in Greece. Syra is no longer 
the distributing depét of Levant commerce; merchandise now 
is delivered direct, and does not pass through Syra in transit, 
as in former days, when the port had justly “earned the reputa- 
tion of being a large trading centre. The town, however, 
hopes to recover some of the lost ground by pushing the dock 
question to a satisfactory issue, and to attract ships of any 
tonnage by offering facilities to the large number of steamers 
of all nationalities, which require accommodation, for cleaning 
purposes and repairs. As maritime casualties are numerous in the 
Aigean Sea, the island has the advantage of lying in a very 
favourable geographical position, being in the direct track of 
navigation between the Mediterranean and Black Seas. (Toreiyn 
Office, Annual Series, 2,599.) 


BRAZIL. 


H.M. Consul at Porto Alegre reports as follows :— 
“The construction of the steam tramway or 
Light Railway. light railway from the terminus of the Porto 
Alegre and New Hamburg Railway to Taquara 
do Mundo Novo, a distance of about 44 kiloms. (27} miles), 
mentioned in my last report, has already been commenced, but 
I have not been able to obtain exact information of the progress 
made. The capital is being found locally, but seeing how scarce 
money is here I should think there would be some difficulty in 
realising it, and it is an investment which might be worth the 
attention of British capitalists, as the concessionnaires or company 
might possibly be inclined to transfer the privilege for a reasonable 
consideration. 

“The cost of construction is estimated at 1,800,000 milreis (say 
12d. exchange 90,000/.), and the revenue at 500,000 milreis 
(25,0007.). The receipts are based on a minimum of 50,000 
passengers and 50,000 tons of goods. 

“The line will pass through a district of cultivated lands 
consisting of some of the principal and oldest German colonies or 
settlements here, having an estimated population of about 
24,000 within a zone of 10 kiloms. (6} miles) on each side of the 
line. 

“The production of each colony or holding is calculated at 29 
tons, and as there are 3,000 such holdings in the zone comprised 
by the line, this would give a total of about 90,000 tons to be 
possibly carried by the railw ay, not including the products from 
the Cima da Serra (high table lands) and the district of the town 
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of Lages in the State of Santa Catharina, which would also be 
conveyed over this line, and leaving out of account any traffic in 
imported goods. 

“About 39 kiloms. (24 miles) from Taquara is the town of Sao 
Francisco de Paulo de Cima da Serra, situated in a fertile region 
with a fine climate, and at an altitude of 890 metres (over 2,900 
feet) above Taquara. ‘The country served by this railway will be 

reatly benefited by the increased facilities of transport it will 
afford, as the River dos Sinos on which much of the traffic is at 
present carried becomes too shallow during nearly two-thirds of 
the year, and the roads are very heavy and hilly, so that freights 
are exceedingly high.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,692.) 


H.M. Consul at Porto Alegre reports that a concession for a line 
New Railwa. of railway from the locality of some copper 
Proj a" mines at Camaquam, running south to join the 
ests Rio Grande and Bagé Railway and north to 


unite with the Porto Alegre and Uruguayana line at the city of © 


Cachoeira, passing through the town of Cagapava, has been granted 
to a Brazilian engineer, Dr. José Congalves Chaves, who was one 
of the vendors of the copper mines at Camaquam to a Belgian 
Company. Cacapava has also some good copper deposits in the 
neighbourhood, but so far they have not been properly worked. 
The railway, if constructed, will be of considerable value in opening 
up the district through the facilities it will afford of transporting 
the minerals at a reasonable expense to Rio Grande or Porto 
Allegre for shipment. 

The concession was petitioned for by Dr. Chaves, and in 
accordance with one of the requirements of the State Constitution 
was opened to public competition. No other application having 
been presented it was granted to him. 

Notice of the competition was open for too short a time to allow 
of tenders being made from Europe. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,602.) 
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The following particulars concerning the Free Port of Copen- 
hagen have been extracted from the ‘“ Danish Export Review” 
(Copenhagen) for April last :— 

The Free Port was looked forward to with great expectations, 
which, where they have been within the bounds of possibility, 
have not been disappointed. The traffic has gradually increased, 
and time after time it has been found necessary to create more 
warehousing room and to extend the original works. The 
following is a table of the traffic during the last few years :— 


No. 
Years. of Vessels, | Tons. 
| 

1899 ... “ae fee 4,075 808.981 


In October 1897 the steam-ferry line between the Free Port and 
Malmé was established, and one of the best steam ferry-boats in the 
world placed on the route. The effect of the ‘‘ separating ” sound 
has been reduced to a minimum. ‘This steam-boat has already 
been supplemented by another which sails under the Swedish flag. 
The traffic has increased to an extraordinary degree, which is best 
indicated by the following statistics :— 

1895-96 5,000 tons. 
1897-98 64,000 ,, 

These figures will demonstrate more clearly the truth of the 
above statement, that the sound no longer exists as a hindrance to 
the traffic between the Copenhagen Free Port and Sweden and 
Norway. 

On the whole the railway traffic from the Free Port has 
increased very considerably during the last few years, as will be 
seen by the following figures, which show the quantity of goods 
conveyed from the Free Port partly to other goods stations in 
Denmark itself, partly by means of the ferries to Sweden :— 


Years. | Tons. | Trucks. 
1895 | 52,000 | 7,081 
1896 | 110,000 | 13,903 
1897 164,000 | 19,438 


1900 ... ee sos 220,000 25,590 


A 
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. It may be added that the Free Port is one of the largest goods 
stations in Denmark. The shunting of goods trucks in the Free 
Port, which possesses its own railway net of about 16 kiloms. in 
length, is effected by locomotives also belonging to the Free Port. 

In 1897, the new Coast Railway from Copenhagen to Elsinore 
was opened, and the Free Port thus obtained a passenger station 
in its immediate neighbourhood, which has the quickest communi- 
cation with the north of Sealand and Sweden via Elsinore. The 
areas covered by the station and the Free Port immediately adjoin 
each other, the station being furnished with electric current for 
lighting purposes from the electrical central station of the Free 
Port, whilst the trains which run on the Coast Railway are also 
lighted from the same source. 

The number of lamps in the Free Port has been doubled since 
the opening, and now amounts to over 4,000 incandescent lamps 
and about 300 arc lamps. In the near future several more motors 
with about 600 h.p., besides a great number of lamps, will be added 
to the central station, and this will again, after only four years 
interval, necessitate another extension. 

Gradually.in the course of years a number of firms have trans- 
ferred their business or part of the same to the Free Port. They 
have either rented premises in the buildings of the Free Port, or 
plots of land on which they have erected their own establishments. 
Thus, at the present time the Free Port possesses over 100 larger 
or smaller tenants. The company found it more and more difficult 
to provide sufficient room ; there was especially great difficulty in 
providing modern offices in the existing buildings which were 
originally intended for warehouses. 

It was decided to erect a separate building to which finer goods, 
and the like, could be sent, and a building for which granite 
was plentifully used, the so-called “‘ Manufakturhus,” was erected 
on the West Quay, close to the electrical central station. The 
building consists of four wings built together and enclosing a large 
glass-roofed inner courtyard which, with its massive arches and 
granite pillars, resembles more a festival hall than a storehouse. 

All of the five upper stories, each of which has an area of about 
1,400 square metres, are let out in large or small portions; they 
are light, airy, and lofty rooms, the ceilings being of fireproof 
construction. Goods elevators are installed in all the wings, 
whilst two automatic passenger lifts obviate the necessity of 
laboriously mounting the many steps of the broad main staircase. 
A special heating station warms all the rooms of the building, and 
it is lit by electric light. 

The Eastern Gas-Works of Copenhagen completed last year in 
the northern basin of the Free Port, upon a jetty leased by the 
company, a coal discharging plant, built according to the American 
system with Hunt’s elevators, and similar to that of the Danish 
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Coal Company. It differs, however, in one respect, the coal depdts 
being situated on the Gas Works’ own grounds outside the Free 
Port. The coals are conveyed to the depédts by locomotives 
belonging to the Gas Works, in self-discharging waggons along the 
company’s own line which is built partly as an aerial railway. 

Formerly grain vessels were unloaded close by the silo wareliouse 
on the middle mole, the ship’s winch raising the grain which was 
then discharged over the vessel’s side through pipes to the grain 
transporting belts moving in tunnels under the quay, and these 
belts then conveyed the grain to the elevators of the warehouse 
itself. This method was very satisfactory but required a consider- 
able number of men. The desire for a quicker discharge of the 
vessels became gradually stronger, and on this account the Free Port 
Company last year erected, a short distance from the warehouse, 
a fixed grain elevator, connected to it by an underground tunnel. 
The elevator can work from vessels of any size. This is attained 
by placing the whole of the upper construction which contains the 
elevator’s engines and carries the elevator itself, upon wheels 
running on rails upon the fixed lower construction, under which 
railway and other traffic can proceed unhindered. 

As this first elevator has been found to fulfil its purpose admir- 
ably, another one of the same kind will be erected in the course of 
this year on the opposite side of the pier. These lifts have a 
working capacity of 120 and 150 tons per hour respectively. It is 
a very great advantage that the quay is not hampered to the least 
degree when the elevators are at work, enabling all traffic from and 
to the warehouses to proceed without the slightest hindrance. 
Another advantage which should be mentioned is that the elevators 
are so constructed as to be able to weigh grain and deliver it to 
ordinary carts and railway trucks on its way to the warehouse, 
whilst the remainder proceeds on its way, and being already 
weighed off is ready to be stored in the warehouse, or eventually 
reloaded directly into another vessel. 

In this way a principle which the company has worked upon for 
some time has approached considerably nearer its complete 
realisation, namely, that every cargo dealt with by the Free Port 
should pass through its warehouses (in this case the elevator and 
silo warehouses) before being forwarded. In this manner it is 
expected to obtain the quickest possible expedition in discharging 
the vessels, and, through this, attain the main object aimed at by 
the Copenhagen Free Port. 

On the West Quay of the Free Port considerable building 
operations are in progress at the present moment. Thus a large, 
many-storied warehouse is being built, having a floor space of 
about 6,800 square metres. It is being furnished with machinery 
so that grain may also with great facility be stored and discharged 
from all stories. The building is divided into three parts by fire- 
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proof walls, two lower side wings consisting of four stories and a 
basement, and a higher centre wing of seven stories and a base- 
ment. In this building special precautions have been taken for 
preventing destruction by fire. The building is, as just mentioned, 
divided into three parts, and these are without inside connection 
with one another. Entrance to the side wings from the centre 
wing, where the fireproof staircases are found, is effected by 
exterior balconies. Every alternate floor is built wholly of iron 
embedded in concrete. By this construction the building is 
divided into a number of separate fire-proof parts. The uprights 
and transverse beams are of massive oak and Pomeranian balks, 
as this material has always proved its superiority in resisting 
longest the effects of fire. A number of electric winches raise 
parcel goods up to the various floors. 

Lower down the quay, behind a number of goods sheds, a new 
smaller silo warehouse is being erected capable of holding a good 
10,000 tous of grain. It is possible to store the building up to 
the very roof with grain. Brick towers at each end of the building 
contain, besides the stairs, the requisite elevators, electric motors, 
&c., for raising the grain. 

Here also a grain elevator is being built on the quay; it is 
connected by a transporting belt, passing over the roofs of the 
sheds, to a weighing station built on the exterior of the building over 
the traffic of the street below. The weighed-off grain then passes on 
to the warehouse. The elevator is of the same construction as the 
one we have already described. It has a capacity of 200 tons per 
hour, and is probably the largest elevator on the Continent. 

To enable vessels to be loaded at the same time as others are 
being unloaded a transporting belt, of about 250 metres in length, 
passes through all the sheds northwards toa special loading station 
built on the quay above the level of the traffic, possessing pipes 
which discharge the grain directly into the hold of the vessels. 

As the desire for a quicker discharge of the grain vessels induced 
the company to establish these grain elevators at great expense, so 
the desire for a quicker discharge with regard to vessels carrying 
general cargo has brought about the erection of special sheds for 
such goods, with a number of quick-working electric cranes on the 
quay in front of them. The cranes are built to lift a maximum 
of 24 tons, and work with a lifting speed of more than one metre 
per second for smaller weights. They convey the goods from the 
vessel on to broad platforms in front of the sheds, or direct to the 
waiting railway trucks. The sheds, which are of considerable depth, 
are built of wood and are light and roomy storing places. ‘They 
will be strongly ligbted by electric arc lamps, and thus work may 
be carried on in them with the same facility by night as by day. 
Goods not intended to be warehoused in the Free Port or forwarded 
on by ship, but which are going inland, are delivered from the back 


i 
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of the sheds, along which a railway line runs as well as along the 
front. 

Finally it is designed to erect sheds, similar to those just 
mentioned, on the eastern mole, also to be furnished with electric 
cranes, as well as a large corrugated iron shed supplied with 
rapid-working electric travelling cranes for storing the heavier 
wooden goods. These buildings are specially intended for the Kast 
Asiatic Company’s vessels which, as before mentioned, bring large 
quantities of teak from Siam. 

Thus it will be seen that on the part of the Free Port Company 
everything is being done to keep on a level with the increasing 
traffic, and to continually develop the Copenhagen Free Port in 
such a way as to make it a model port where vessels that visit it 
may always find the most rapid expedition combined with 
cheapness ; whilst the goods that are warehoused obtain good and 
safe storing places in buildings splendidly equipped with all the 
most modern technical aids to rapid retransmission, either by land 
or sea. 

It may be added that, as in former years, so this year the Free 
Port was not hampered in the slightest degree by ice, in spite of 
two months of continual frost. ee 


¢ 
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THE TRADE OF ECUADOR IN 1899. 


The following particulars relating to the trade of Ecuador in 
1899, are based on a report by the French Chargé d’A ffaires in that 
country, published in the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 
the 28rd ult. 

It may be noted that for the purposes of this article, the 
Ecuadorian sucre has been converted at the rate of 2s. 


Imports.—The trade of the Republic of Ecuador may be said to 
pass almost entirely through the port of Guayaquil, but in the fire 
which destroyed the greater part of the city in November, 1899, 
the registers relating to imports were totally consumed, and it is 
impossible to form any idea of the value of the import trade during 
the year. With regard to ports other than Guayaquil, the following 
figures, supplied by the Ecuadorian Customs, show the value of 
the imports in 1899 :— 


£ 
Bahia de Caraquez 23,423 
Esmeraldas vie 10,408 


Exports.—The statistics of the exports from Ecuador in 1899 are 
complete, the total value for that year having been 1,655,7191. as 
compared with 1,428,567/. in 1898, an increase of 227,152/. due 
almost entirely to the much larger, shipments of cocoa. The 
following table shows the value of the principal articles exported 
in 1898 and 1899 :— 


Articles. 1898. 1899. 
£ 

Cocoa 1,053,866 1,323,680 
Caoutchouc 160,705 132,917 - 
Vegetable ivory * (“Tagua”) ... 80,518 91,950 
Hides and skins ... 31,495 28,787 
Hats 15,817 22,828 
All other articles... 20,510 13,600 

Total £ 1,428,567 1,655,719 


* The hardened albumen of the corusco nut growing on a species of palm. 


The report notes that the chief article showing a decrease in 
1899 as-compared with 1898 is coffee, the cultivation of which has 
been falling off for some years past. The Government, it is stated, 
has reduced the export dues in order to encourage planters. The 
report also states that, as a rule, the value of the exports from 
Ecuador are nearly double that of the imports into the country. 
With regard to vegetable ivory it may be noted that though the 
exports in 1899 show an increased value of over 11,0001. as 
compared’with 1898 the quantities show a considerable decrease, 
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the figures having been 16,120,552 kilogs. in 1899 as against 
16,735,708 kilogs. in 1898. 

France takes by far the largest share of the exports, Germany 
and the United States coming next, as seen in the following 


table :-— 
Exports from Ecuador to— 1899. 
£ 


United States... ose ave 268,743 


Holland... eee aps saa 14,817 
South America (except Chile) ... ae 11,992 
West Indies 10,010 


1,655,719 


Total. ... dike 
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FOREIGN METHODS OF PUSHING TRADE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of despatches from Captain A. P. Murray, H.M. Consul-General 
at Warsaw, in which he points out the various ways that other 
nations have of pushing their trade in Russian Poland. 

With regard to the United States, Mr. Murray reports that the 
Americans are now distributing in Poland price lists and advertise- 
ments printed in Polish in America, as although there is a heavy 
duty on such imported catalogues they can be got up in America 
in a style that cannot be competed with locally. 

Dealers state that such advertisements are very successful, the 
more so as no other nation is taking the same pains to put their 
goods before the public. The detailed instructions issued by 
different firms to their agents, seen by Mr. Murray, appear to him 
to be absolutely perfect. As agents they choose as a rule the 
largest and best firm they can get, and correspond with them in 
any language the agent prefers. The pith of their instructions is 
“tell us what you have and what you pay for it, and its short- 
comings, and we will make you a superior article to suit your 
tastes and requirements exactly at a lower price,” and they do it. 
The terms they give their agents are so good that they do not 
mind their agents representing any number of other non-American 
firms, as they are sure that their, business will come first with the 
agent as being the most profitable. Moreover, they supply him 
with every sort of model, sample, and advertisement he may ask. 

Mr. Murray, in a previous despatch, forwards copy with trans- 
lation of a circular which is another good instance of the way 
foreign traders are endeavouring to open up business in Russia 
by adapting themselves to the convenience of customers in that 
country. This circular is from a Dutch firm of bulb shippers. 


The United States merchants are very active in advertising their 
goods in an attractive and business-like method in South American 
countries. Illustrated catalogues in Spanish are sent out in large 
numbers together with letters, also in Spanish, recommending the 
various articles and quoting prices for the same. Among a number 
of these received by a certain company in Argentina may be men- 
tioned a complete catalogue of 196 pages from a manufacturing 
company of machinery, belting, &c., with every article illustrated 
and priced, explanations in Spanish and a well-arranged index at 
the end. 


Specimens of the catalogues and circulars referred to in 
the above article and other similar ones may be seen by those 
interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


q 
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THE MINERAL OIL INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED | 
STATES. 


The following particulars relating to the mineral oil industry of 
the United States have been received at the Board of Trade from 
the United States Bureau of Statistics. 

The recent oil discoveries in Texas and on the Pacific Coast lend 
especial interest to some facts just presented by the Treasury 
Bureau of Statistics regarding the exports of mineral oils from the 
United States. These show that the exportations of the fiscal year 
about to end will probably be the largest in the history of the 
industry which has increased its exports trom 204,000,000 gallons 
of illuminating oil in 1875 to 721,000,000 gallons in 1900. In the 
quarter century from 1876 to 1900, the total value of mineral oils 
exported from the United States was about 1,200,000,000 dollars, an ~ 
average of about 48,000,000 dollars a year; and during recent 
years it has averaged about 60,000,000 dollars per annum, or 
5,000,000 doliars per month. 

In the mere question of gallons of oil produced, Russia has been 
for years a close competitor of the United States, though it is 
probable that the recent discoveries in the United States will 
enable it to continue to lead in the number of gallons produced ; 
while the fact that American oil produces nearly twice as much 
refined illuminating oil from a given quantity of crude oil as does 
the Russian oil, adds greatly to its value as a commercial product. 

One especially interesting feature of the development of the oil 
industry is that there has been a remarkable decrease in the price 
to the consumer during the period in which the actual exportations 
and the net value of the exports have been increasing. The average 
value of the illuminating oil exported in 1876 was about 15 
cents per gallon, and in 1877, an exceptional year, 20 cents per 
gallon. By 1881 the price had fallen to about 10 cents per 
gallon, the figures for that year being 332,000,000 gallons, valued 
at 34,000,000 dollars. By 1891 the average price was about 
7 cents per gallon, the exports of that year having been 
564,000,000 gallons valued at 41,000,000 dollars. By 1898 the 
average export price was about 5 cents per gallon, the quantity 
exported having been 824,000,000 gallons, and the value reported 
to the Bureau of Statistics by exporters through the Customs 
collectors 42,922,682 dollars. In the nine months of the present 
fiscal year (ending 30th April last), for which the figures are 
completed by the Treasury Bureau of Statistics, the total exports 
of illuminating oil amounted to 569,624,751 gallons, valued at 
87,939,514 dollars, or 62 cents per gallon; while the total 
value of all mineral oils exported, including crude, lubricating and 
illuminating, oils, naphthas, and residuum was 52,745,096 dollars, 
and for the full fiscal year seems likely to amount to 70,000,000 

, dollars. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


GERMANY—SAMOA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 765-6 of the 
ieiites't, -* Board of Trade Journal” for the 28th March 
Cust ‘ last, relative to the Samoan Customs Tariff, the 
oms Tariff Board of Trade h yeceived informati 
af Queen. oard of Trade have now received information, 
through the Foreign Office, to the effect: that 
the duty on all articles of import not specifically mentioned in the 
tariff has been increased from 2 to 10 per cent. ad valorem, and 
that the export duties on copra, cotton, and coffee have been 
abolished. 
These modifications came into force on the 1st April last. 


SPAIN. 


A’translation has been received at the Board of Trade, ae 
" the Foreign Office, of a Spanish Royal Order, 
ee dated the 4th ult., relative to the Customs 
Carried on Boara ‘*°atment of provisions carried for consumption 
; mie board of vessels arriving in Spanish ports. 
Ships Arriving Pp 

in Spanish Ports In the case of ships which visit Spain from 
* any European port periodically and subject to 

a fixed itinerary, or which, without a fixed itinerary, nevertheless 
make regular and periodical voyages, the following articles, if 
carried on board in certain limited quantities proportionate to the 
number of passengers and crew, will not be subject to duty on 
arrival of the vessel in a Spanish port, viz.:—Common spirits, 
liqueurs, mixed spirits, sugar, candles, coffee, beer, chocolate, 
wines (common, fine or sparkling), tea, alimentary pastes, sweets, 
biscuits, butter, and lard. The quantities admissible without pay- 


' ment of duty will be determined by the Customs officials of the 


first Spanish port at which the ship touches, and the amount due 
on the remainder will then be assessed and collected. If the vessel 
does not complete her itinerary, the Customs officials of the last 
port at which she arrives will levy duty on the remainder of the 
provisions which did not pay duty in the first port of call, unless 
she is bound direct for a foreign port, in which case the provisions 
will be treated as re-exported, and a certificate of re-exportation 
will be added to the manifest. 

In the case of Spanish or foreign ships which only occasionally 
touch at Spanish ports for purposes of loading or unloading, the 
following regulations are to apply :— 

(1) The Customs officials of the port will verify the quantity of 
provisions carried on board, and hand over to the captain of the ship 
the provisions necessary for consumption during her stay in port 
The remainder will then be placed apart and sealed either on board 
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the ship or as a déposit in the Custom House, an inventory of 
them having first been signed by the captain. If the stay of the 
ship in the ‘port should exceed the time estimated, the requisite 
provisions will be handed over to the captain by the Customs 
officials. 

(2) Should the ship sail for another Spanish port, the necessary 
provisions for the voyage and two extra days will be given to the 
captain, the remainder being sealed and a certified list of those 
under seal being furnished to the captain. The list and provisions 
under seal will be examined by the Customs officials at the port of 
arrival, and fines will be imposed should any provisions be missing 
or the seals broken, unless satisfactory cause can be shown 
therefor. 

The translation in full, with the original, may be consulted by 
persons interested, at the Offices of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, No. 50, Parliament Street, S.W., 
on any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SWITZERLAND. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 194 of the 

Menovely Dutiss “Board of Trade Journal” for the 25th April 

ae = Fats last, respecting the Swiss Spirit Law of the 29th 

Manufactured June, 1900, the Board of Trade have now received 

a copy of the German official Nachrichten fiir 

* Handel und Industrie” for the 16th April last, 

containing a translation of a notice, issued by the Swiss Customs 

authorities on the 27th March, to the effect that the following new 

monopoly duties are to be leviable under the Law in question on 
products manufactured with alcohol. 


‘ Monopoly Rates 
Article, per 100 kilogs., 
goss weight. 
Frs. Cts. 
5 Grape and fruit residues 4 00 
5 Wine lees, liquid :— 
(a) Containing: 15 °/,, by volume, and under, of 
alcohol 6 00 
(b) Of more than 15° alcoholic strength, for 
each degree in excess whe 0 80 
13 Todoform (until further notice) oo sie see Exempt. 


14 Salol (until further notice) ... 
15 Formic ether, chloroform, acetic ether, nitric acid 
(until further notice) 


” 


15 | Fusel oil (amylic alcohol) (until further notice) . 80 00 
“| As spirits of su- 


15 Fruit ethers... one se | 4 perior quality, see 
| below, Nos. 461-3. 
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. Monopoly Rates 
— Article. | per 100 kilogs., 
| gross weight. 
| 
Frs. Cts, 
20 & 21 | Pharmaceutical preparations containing alcohol, 
so far as they are not intended for the manufacture 
of brandy and liqueurs, per degree and per 100 
kilogs., gross weight .. 1 05 
Extracts and essences ‘containing alcohol, “for the 
toilet, or for the manufacture of distilled spirits, As spirits of su- 
liqueurs, lemonade, &e., such as “ Alevol | >perior quality, see 
menthe,” “ Bittergeist,” essence of cognac, essence | | below, Nos, 461-3, 
of rum, “ Lxtrait de menthe,” 
23&24 Perfumery and cosmetics containing alcohol, per 
| degree and per 100 kilogs., gross weight ... 1 05 
64 | Sulphuric ether (until further notice) - Exempt. 
106 Spirit-varnishes and polishes manufactured with 
non-denaturalised alcohol, per degree and per 100 | 
kilogs., gross weight .. 1 05 
N.B. “spirit varnishes and polishes containing | 
6 per cent. of their weight and over of shellac or 
other resins will be considered as denaturalised and 
exempted from the monopoly tax. | 
181 Gentian-roots, fresh_... | 2 00 
375 &376, Vinegar (until further notice) Exempt. 
{ As spirits of su- 
377 Fruits preserved in alcohol Gn. quality, see 
| below, Nos. 461-3. 
379 & 395) Juice of fruit or berries prepared with alcohol :— 
(a) Containing at most 3°5 per cent., by volume, 
of alcohol :— 
(1) Consignments of 50 kilogs., | ) 
gross weight, and | Perdegrecand | | 0 80 
upwards 100 kilogs., 
(2) Consignments under 50 | gross weight. 
kilogs., gross weight .. 
spirits of 
(4) Containing more than 3°5 cent., superior quality, 
volume, of alcohol .. below, Nos. 
3. 
392 Grapes, fresh and crushed, for ‘espeerd 0 80 
394 Gentian roots, dried ‘ 4 00 
394 Cherries, crushed 6 00 
394 Prunes and plums, crushed 2... ose vee | 4 00 
394 Juniper berries, fresh and dried _... 8 00 
396 Dried grapes, suitable for making wine _... eee 2 50 
455 & 457| Natural wine in casks and bottles— 
(a) Of more than 15° alcoholic strength, for 
each degree in excess a 0 80 
(4) Spanish Malaga and Sherry in ‘casks, Ttalian 
Marsala and Vernaccia in casks, Malvoisie 
and Muscatelle in casks : 
(1) Not exceeding 18° alcoholic strength ... Exempt. 
(2) For every degree in excess of 18° = 0 80 
456 & 458) Artificial wines in casks and bottles, of more than 
12° alcoholic strength, for each degree in excess ... 0 80 
460 | Raw spirit, spirit, spirits of wine, and alcohol Exempt. 


B.—The importation of raw spirit, spirit, 
spirits of wine, and alcohol is a monopoly of the 
State. 


4 
&§ 
4 
a 
4 
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: Monopoly Rates 
sg Article. per 100 kilogs., 
gross weight. 
460 Anhydrous alcohol— Frs. Cts. 
(a) In quantities of 50 kilogs., gross — and 
over ... 100 40 
(>) In quantities of less than 50 kilogs.. ben rae 125 00 


461 & 463) Brandy and other spirituous beverages “(spirits of 
superior quality), also liqueurs and. liqueur wines 
except vermouth— 
(a) Of less than 25° alcoholic strength :— 
(1) Consignments of 50 kilogs., gross weight, 
and over ... 20 00 
(2) Consignments of less than 50. ‘kilogs., 
gross weight... 25 00 
(%) Of from 25° up to and including 7° alco- 
holic strength :— 
(1) Consignments of 50 kilogs., gross weight, 
and over ... 80 00 
(2) Consignments of less than 60 ‘kilogs. 
gross weight wah 100 00 
(ce) Of 76° alcoholic strength and over :— 
(1) Consignments of 50 


and over ... 80 00 
And for each degree over 75° we 0 80 
(2) Consignments of less than 50 kilogs., bs 
gross weight Sais eee 100 00 
And for each degree over 75°... 1 00 


N.B.—In calculating the monopoly tax on alco- 
holic products of any kind whatever, fractions of 
0°5° of alcoholic strength and under are not to be 
considered, but fractions of more than 0°5° are to 
be counted as a whole degree. 


Vermouth— As spirits of su- 
463 (a) Of over 18°5° alcoholic strength ... perior quality, see 
above, Nos. 461-3. 
464 (4) Up to and including 18°5° alcoholic strength Exempt. 
475 Transparent glycerine soap (until further notice)... ” 


SAN DOMINGO. 


The United States Consul-General in San Domingo, in a report to 
Abolition of all his Government, states that a Law has been 
Export Duties enacted by the Dominican Government abolish- 

* ing all export duties on goods shipped from the 

Republic. The Law was'to have come into force from the Ist ult. 


COSTA RICA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared under the above 
a heading at p. 307 of the “Board of Trade 
cionen Patios Journal” for the 9th ult., the Board of Trade 

* have now received, through the Foreign Office, 
a translation of the Decree, dated the 27th April last, imposing 
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the increase of 50 per cent. on the Costa Rican import duties 
referred to in that notice. The translation is as follows :— 

“Increase by fifty per cent. (50 °/,) the import duties on all 
“merchandise as fixed by the existing Customs Tariff or other 
“enactments at present in force, 

“This increase is to be levied from the date of the publication 
“of this Decree, but will not be collected on merchandise already 
“in the Custom House, or on board vessels lying in, or arriving 
“at, the ports of the Republic on that day.” 


VENEZUELA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 307 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 9th ult., 


ae nd relative to the abolition of export duties on 
oo “ait aan coffee and cocoa in Venezuela, the Board of 


Trade have now received information, through 
the Foreign Office, to the effect that the Venezuelan Government 
have also suppressed the export duties on cotton and cattle. 


COLOMBIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 78-9 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 11th April 


— accel last, relative to the export duties leviable in 
ype oon of Colombia, the Board of ‘Trade have now received, 
Import Duties. through the Foreign Office, a copy of a telegram 


from H.M. Minister at Bogota, reporting that a 


Decree has been issued by the Colombian Government ee 


the immediate payment in gold of all export duties. Hides an 
husked coffee are to be dutiable at the rate of 1s. 7d. per 100 lbs., 
coffee in the husk at the rate of 1s. 2d. per 100 lbs., and bars of 
platinum, silver, and gold at the rate of 3 per cent. of their assayed 
value. 

- Mr. Welby adds that import duties are to be paid as before, but 
that the amount has been doubled in every case. 


\ 

a 

q 

q 

4 

3 

4 

a 
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CANADA. 
The statistician of the Dominion of Canada, Mr. George Johnson, 

ond has recentiy published the Canadian Railway 
Steam Railways. statistics of 1900. There were 17,649 miles 

of steam railway, 681 miles of , electric rail- 
ways in use, and 760 miles of new railway to be completed 
by the end of the season of 1900, making a total of over 
19,000 miles. The 35 electric railways carried 118,130,000 pas-. 
sengers, an increase of 14,100,000 passenger over 1899. 

The amount of capital invested in the electric railways is 
20,633,000 dollars and the bonded debt is 12,620,000 dollars. The 
total receipts were 5,422,540 dollars, and the expenses 3,268,000 
dollars. 

Between them, the steam and the electric railways carried the 
whole population 25 times and the proportion was a little over 87 
by electrics and a little under 13 by steam in every 100 persons 
carried. Since 1897 the number of passengers carried by the 
electrics increased 41 per cent., and the number carried by steam 
increased 25 per cent. 

The expenses form about 67:50 per cent. of the gross earnings of 
the steam-using railways and about 60°27 per cent. of the gross 
earnings of the electrics. 

The extension of the electrics to the rural parts of the Dominion 
promises to be of great advantage to the farmers. 


BRITISH WEST AFRICA. 


The following facilities will be afforded, from 1st July next, for the 
transport of passengers and cargo on the Niger 
Niger Transport. between the ports of Warri in Southern Nigeria 
and Jebba in Northern Nigeria and intermediate 
ports, by the administrations of the two Protectorates, to all persons 
carrying on business in the territories other than agents or 
representatives of Joint Stock Companies, subject to rates and 
conditions detailed below. 
The rates for passengers (first and second class) will vary from 
11. and 10s. (Warri to Aseh) to 61. and 31. (Warri to Jebba.) 
The rates for cargo will be as follows :— 


—-~ Wet Season. | Dry Season. 

£8 d. 

Warri to Aseh or, Aboh . Per ton oT < 010 0 
»  Abutsht, or Asaba 015 0 100 

» 0: © i 0 

»  Lokoja ” 110: 0 2° 0 © 
pj ” 2.0 90 3 00 
»  debba... 8.0.0 40 0 
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In addition to the above rates of freight a charge at the rate of 
2s. 6d. per ton for shipping cargo, and a similar charge for landing 
cargo will be made if done by Government. 

All personal luggage must be paid for as cargo. 

Personal luggage or consignments under one ton will be charged 
proportionate freight only. 

The port of Warri will be regarded as the depot for Niger 
transport, and intending passengers should proceed by steamers 
calling there. Consignments for transport up the Niger must be 
shipped to Warri. To prevent delay and facilitate arrangements 
intending passengers and consignors must advise the District 
Commissioner at Warri by previous mail, stating number of 
passengers and the class they propose travelling, also the quantity 
of cargo. A rest house will be provided at Warri for accommo- 
dation of passengers in the event of their being delayed there, the 
charges for use of which will be reasonable. King’s Warehouse 
will also be provided for storing cargo, the charges for which for 
short periods will be nominal. 

The passenger rates do not include victualling, passengers must 
therefore provide their own food. Supplies can be purchased at 
Warri in native market or at the factories. No delay will be 
allowed en route for the purchase of provisions. 

All persons desirous of taking passages or consigning cargo 
down-river, must give notice by post to Marine Superintendent at 
Lokoja stating number of passengers and the class they propose 
travelling, also the quantity of cargo, when arrangements will be 

- made accordingly. 

The dry season rates will be charged for period from 1st 
November to 3lst May, and wet season rates from Ist June to 
31st October. 

Every facility will be afforded by the two Administrations to all 
persons desirous of engaging in commerce in the territories for 
obtaining building sites on reasonable terms and generally 
establishing trading centres and depéts in all suitable positions. 

Transport up the Benue River is uncertain and will have to be 
undertaken in most cases by canoe from Lokoja, but the Adminis- 
tration of Northern Nigeria will afford facilities at reasonable rates 
when possible. 

The above notice was issued by the High Commissioner for 
Southern Nigeria and the Deputy High Commissioner for Northern 
Nigeria, and bears date of 10th April last. 


SPAIN—CANARY ISLANDS. 


H.M. Consul for the Canary Islands reports that the electric 
railway from Santa Cruz to Laguna, which has 
Electric Railway. been in course of construction during 1900, is 
now completed and has commenced working. 


June 6, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 553 


Shipping and Transport. 


Laguna is the second town of importance in the island, and has 
been the seat. of the Bishopric of Teneriffe and the Western 
Canaries since 1819. It has about 13,000 inhabitants, and is 
situated five miles from Santa Cruz, about 1,800 feet above that 
port. It is the favourite residence of the wealthier classes during 
the warmer months of the year. The railway will doubtless prove 
a great boon to the inhabitants of both towns. The idea is to carry 
it on to Orotava, the well-known health resort on the north side of 
the island, thus bringing the three towns within easy reach of each 
other. The railway has been built by a Belgian syndicate, who 
obtained a concession from the Spanish Government for 60 years. 
The capital involved in the scheme is about 64,0001. Most of: the 
material has been imported from Belgium and Italy. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,605.) 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


A despatch dated 16th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office 
from H.M. Consul-General at Budapest, report- 
Shipping Bounties. ing that on the 14th ult. the Hungarian House 
of Magnates finally disposed of a proposal by 


the Government to establish in advance the prolongation of its. 


existing arrangement with the Adria Steamship Company of 
Fiume, whereky, in return for a yearly subsidy of rather over 
40,0001. sterling, coupled with freedom from taxation and other 
privileges, the Company was bound to satisfy certain requirements 
of the State as regarding the size of its fleet, the number and 
length of voyages annually undertaken, &c. The agreement in 
force having been made in 1891, with its limit fixed at the close 
of the year 1910, the Minister of Commerce had thought it 
desirable to establish already a new Convention with the Company 
on the following terms :— 

The State to guarantee the existing subsidy exemptions and 
privileges to the Adria Company beyond the end of 1910 to the 
end of 1920, the Company, on the other hand, to add at once to its 
fleet ten new vessels with an aggregate burthen of 45,000 tons, and 
to increase the annual length of its voyages by 117,000 nautical 
miles. Five smaller ships to be added later on. 

A protracted and quite unlooked for opposition was raised to 
this measure, and eventually the Prime Minister announced that, 
to satisfy the dissentients, the Government had decided to revise 
their Agreement with the Adria Company, and that the latter had 
accepted the new propositions. These were to the effect that the 
Company’ should continue to recognise its obligations beyond 1910 
until 1921, but that the Government sbould retain its option to 
terminate the bargain at the earlier date. It was further stipulated 
that, instead of 10 additional vessels, the Company should put into 


ij 
i 
i 
| 
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circulation next year eight new ships only, and that the five 
smaller ones should only be added when the prolongation should 
be assured. By this arrangement, Monsieur de Széll pointed out 
the State would retain a free hand, and would be able to profit by 
any extraordinary development of the shipping trade between the 
present date and 1911, such as the opponents of the original bill 
maintained to be probable. 

In its amended shape the Measure has passed into Law without 
further trouble, and no serious opposition is likely to be encountered 
by the Government in renewing the subsidies in the less important 
case of the “ Levant” line, whilst the subsidy to the ‘“ Ungro- 
Croata ” Steamship line has already passed the Chamber. 


BRAZIL. 


In the report of H.M. Consul at Porto Alegre it is stated that the 
opening of the line between Bagé and Sao Borja 

Open: between Rio Grande and Porto Alegre, with 
* the exception, of course, of the river service from the terminus of 
the Porto Alegre and Uruguayana Railway at the Margem do 
Taquary to Porto Alegre, so that it is now possible to make the 
journey by land. It takes three days, however, and is not at all 
likely to divert the steamer traffic either in passengers or goods, 
the voyage up the lake taking about 24 hours, including a call 
at Pelotas. 

The Consul is of opinion that it may possibly divert some of the 
trade with the interior from Porto Alegre, both in imports and 
exports, but this can only be seen later on, as in the present crisis 
the movement is too paralysed to show any marked signs one way 
or the other. 

The line from Bagé is worked by the Belgian Company, who 
are lessees of the Porto Alegre and Uruguayana Railway, which 
system it joins at Cacequy. 

The Porto Alegre and New Hamburg Railway had a further 
slight falling-off in receipts in 1900 compared with previous years. 
The. decrease in the revenue from passenger traffic amounted to 
about 13°95 per cent., and from goods and miscellaneous traffic to 
2°70 per cent. 

The rates of this railway are on a sliding scale, subject to the 
fluctuations of exchange, and as the average of this was much 
higher in 1900 than the two preceding years, the falling-off in 
receipts may be partly attributed to the higher rate of exchange, 
as the decrease in the number of passengers carried is only about 
10 per cent. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,602.) 
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LIBERIA. 


The United States Consul-General, in a report from Monrovia 
en dated 28th February last, states that the 
Boston (US.A.) Liberian Government has granted to the Afro- 

Company. Boston, the right to establish a steamship line 
between Boston and Liberia; to build wharves, quays, railways, 
and tramways; and to carry on a system of mining operations for 

a period of 50 years. The Liberian Government receives a sum 

of 2,000/. in consideration thereof. 


CHINA. 


The British Acting Consul-General at Hankow reports that two 
pay German lines with a total of five steamers are 

the Y ze, BOW running on the lower river and will soon 
a angts trade also to Ichang. They are well-supported 
by German merchants, who in other commodities than tea do the 
largest share of the foreign export trade. In spite of offering free 
towage, however, the new lines have not as yet captured much of 
the Chinese export trade. No war of rates has been entered upon, 
and there is even talk of the new lines entering the Anglo-Chinese 
steamer combination. A German firm also ran direct steamers to 
and from Swatow during the summer. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,601.) 


In the same report it is stated that on the Lu-Han Railway the 

. foreign staff had to suspend work for over two 

The Construction months, but the Chinese contractors continued 

of the Lu-Han to build the embankment which has reached 

Railway. ui e embankment which has reache 

the border of Hunan. It is reported that the 

completion of the line in the Hankow province will precede farther 
advance northward. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,601.) 


American Steamship and Mining Company, of | 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the India Office the follow- 
’ ing information relating to the working of 

: é ways, Viz., Extract from Inspection Report 
(2) Report of the Locomotive Department of the Bengal Central 
Railway, dated 25th January last. 

Mr. J. 8. Brown, Senior Government Inspector of Railways, 
Burma, reports as follows :— 

“The twentieth and last of the Moghal type of engines (‘G’ 
class) was erected and placed in running during the half-year. 
These American locomotives are now doing fairly well, but gave 
much trouble at first. They are of heavier build and produce 
higher bending-moments on all cross-girders of bridges and on 
small-span bridges than the ‘F’ class engines. Some of the 
details showed want of strength, and parts supposed to be of cast 
steel proved of very inferior metal and workmanship; alterations 
and repairs have been required much in excess of what is necessary 
with new locomotives received from British makers.” 

The Assistant Locomotive Superintendent on the Bengal Central 
Railway writes 

“The five American engines were received and started to work 
in July and August, 1899. At the commencement of their career, 
the engines did not steam at all freely. This was remedied by 
taking all the deflecting plates out of the smoke box, and by 
reducing the number of fire bars from 24 bars to 22, which removed 
the defect. The next evil was the high consumption of fuel, 
almost 70 lbs. per mile. The exhaust pipe was taken out and 
another one substituted with a single exhaust, and widened out to 
44 inches at the top, and also lengthened 10 inches higher up 
towards the bottom of the chimney. By the introduction of this 
pipe and blast cap the consumption was brought down con- 
siderably, and after fixing an oil lubricator on to the cylinders for 
the pistons, the consumption of coal is now as low as the ‘H’ 
class engines. Taking the last six months of 1900, the Americans 
burned 40°625 lbs. per mile, and the ‘H’ class 44-416, the larger 
amount was burned by the ‘ H’ class having run more goods trains 
than the Americans did. 

“The American engines have up to 31st December, 1900, run an 
average of 42,965 without changing any of the parts, or any part 
worn out. The principal work done on the American engines has 
all been simple ‘ running repairs,’ such as big and little end brasses 
letting together, renewing the feed pipes with india-rubber piping, 
and renewing bolts and nuts in the tender brakes for brake shafts. 
The bolts in the tender for brake shafts and brake gear were 
continually loose, and I intend to have all these brackets and gears 


i 


qr 
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fixed by rivets whenever the engines are sent to shops for heavy 
repairs. 

“T append a list of the aiterations below for your information. 
Alterations to American engines :— 

“1, One new single exhaust pipe and blast nozzle (in place of 
double pipe and nozzle). 

“2. All deflecting plates removed from smoke box. 

Re 3. New fire grate bearing bars to take 22 fire bars in place 

of 24. 

“4, New regulator valve (of the State railway type) in place of 
single double face valve. 

“5, India-rubber feed pipe (in place of brass castings, ball and 
socket. 

“6, Lubricators for pistons.” 


SPAIN—CANARY ISLANDS. 


In the report of H.M. Consul for the Canary Islands for 1900 it 
is stated that the imports of coal in that year 

Coal Trade. amounted to 279,385 tons, as against 206,709 
tons in the previous year. The trade shows a 

steady increase during the last five years, as may be seen from 
the following table :— 


Year. | Quantity. 
Tons. 
146,673 
1900... 279,385 


The decrease in 1898 was due to the Spanish-American, 
War. 

The contract prices for steamers for the present year range 
from 11, 9s. to 11. 10s. 6d. per ton, and the price, without contract, 
is about 11, 12s, 6d.* 

The present rates for collier freights are from 6s. 6d. to 7s. Gd. 
per ton, figures which show a big drop on last year’s rates of 
10s. to 11s. he usual rate of discharge is about 250 tons per 
day, but under special circumstances as much as 600 to 800 tons 
can be discharged. Merchants generally accept bill of lading 
quantity, less 2 per cent. in lieu of weighing. Discharging costs 


* Report received at the Foreign Office on 30th April. 


qi 
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about 1s. 3d. per ton. The greater part of the coal imported 
in 1900 came from Cardiff, but owing to the strike there in 
August and September a few cargoes of north country coal were 
imported. 

Steamers calling for coal and provisions at Santa Cruz can 
depend upon good despatch day or night. Under favourable 
circumstances coal can be shipped at the rate of 130 tons per hour. 
The port charges for steamers calling for only coal, provisions, &c., 
are reasonable, amounting in all to about 31. 3s. Water is plenti- 
ful, and costs about 2s. per 100 gallons put on board by steam 
pumps. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,605.) 


GREECE. 


H.M Consul at Syra reports that the establishment of the Naxos 
emery depét at that port in 1899 by the Inter- 
national Control Committee has been attended 
with success, to the great satisfaction of both 
the Government and the shippers of Naxos emery, the price of 
which remains the same, viz., 106 fr. 50 cents (about 4/. 5s.) per 
metric ton, including the tax of 7 dr. 90 1. (mearly 4s.) per 
ton levied by the Government. The total amount exported in 
1900 was 6,023 tons, valued at 26,000/., an increase of 884 tons 
over 1899. This excess is alleged to be due to the facility in the 
shipping operations at Syra, whereas formerly in Naxos itself the 
difficulties experienced by the shippers in dealing with the emery 
labourers, and the danger incurred by the steamers loading in an 
open roadstead were very great. The quality of the mineral is 
now far better than it was formerly, although the price is the same, 
as it arrives in Syra specially selected for exportation, aud does not 
contain the residue of the small stones and rubbish, which used to be 
indiscriminately shipped at Naxos without heed or method. The 
trade in this article promises to flourish, as already over 3,000 
tons have been exported in the three months of this year, and 
several large orders are in hand. The amount dealt with in 1900 
was distributed as follows: 1,760 tons to Hamburg, 1,670 tons to 
Liverpool, 1,380 tons to Rotterdam, 1,000 tons to Boston, America, 
and the remainder to Odessa. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,599.) 


The Naxos Emery 


The British Consular-Agent at Zea reports that the Zea Coaling 
. Company supplied 9,055 tons of coal during the 

pore amy year 1900, of which 1,052 tons were delivered 
Cyclades. to various ships of the British Mediterranean 
Squadron, at prices ranging from 1/. 5s. to 1/. 15s. per ton f.o.b. 
Contracts by this Company were in all cases duly executed 
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notwithstanding the railway strike on the Taff Vale line last 
August, which rendered it a matter of serious difficulty with 
regard to the replenishment of their stock. A quantity of 800 
tons of coal is always maintained afloat in lighters for immediate 
delivery night or day without previous notice. This Company 
anticipate a large increase in business during the current year, 
stating that steamship owners and captains are only just now 
beginning to realise the many advantages the island of Zea offers, 
viz., that the port lies directly in the route taken by steamers to 
and from the Black Sea, great facilities in bunkering despatch and 
security against all weathers, rendering the station one of the best 
coaling depéts in the Mediterranean. During the year under 
review, the Company have erected on the western coast of the 
island near St. Nikolo lighthouse a small signal station for the use of 
passing steamers for the Black Sea, whereby they can make known 
the probable date of their return and the quantity of coal they will 
require. For the benefit of shipowners such advices are immediately 
transmitted to Lloyd’s. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,599.) 


H.M. Consul at Corfu reports that the quantity of coal imported 

_ into that island in 1900 amounted to 8,407 tons, 

principally Welsh coal, and in the preceding year 

* to 8,360 tons, in four consignments, two for the 

et and the other two for the Austrian-Lloyd Steamship 

ompany at Corfu. A fifth is not taken into account, being for the 
British fleet then in port, and which was transhipped alongside. 

Prices varied very much, i.e., from 35s. to 42s. for steam coal. 

The private stock of coal is almost entirely exhausted. 

The British Vice-Consul in Cephalonia states that coal, which 
was the only article imported direct into that island in 1900 from 
the United Kingdom, has also within the last two years been imported 
from the Pirzeus, as owing to its high price, the steam flour mills 
which used to bring out between them a cargo of about 1,000 tons, 
prefer bringing it over in small quantities each time as they 
require it. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,606.) * 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following table showing the principal features of the statistics 
relating to the manufacture of coke in 1880, 
Coke Industry. 1589, and 1899 (only active establishments 
being included) is taken from a United States 

“Census Bulletin” dated 26th April last :— 
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— 1880. | 1889. 1899, 
Number of No. 126 | 218 *241 
Capital... .. Dols. 4,769,858 | 17,462,729 | 36,502,679 
Land eee 1,405,342 2,927,354 
Buildings | 869,725 2,382,237 
Ovens... 10,817,624 18,351,924 
Machinery, tools, and implements , 823,790 5,927,702 
Live capital... | ¢ | 3,546,248 | 6,913,462 
Average number of wage-earners No. | 3,140 8,998 16,999 
Total wages A Dols. 1,197,744 | 4,072,632 7,085,736 
Miscellaneous E 394,784 2,184,968 
Cost of materials . | 2,995,441 | 11,509,737 19,665,532 
Value of products | 5,359, "489 | $16,498,345 | 935,585,445 


* Not including one penal institution. 
t Not separately reported at the census of 1880. 

t Not reported at the census of 1880. 

§ Includes the value of by-products, amounting to 3,891 dols. 

{ Includes the value of by-products, amounting to 952,027 dols. 


BRAZIL. 


H.M. Consul at Porto Alegre reports that many of the hardware 
—r importing firms at that port being German they 
elite : naturally give the preference to German articles 
sie od with 2° far as they can, but on the whole the larger 
Shieh inte share of the trade falls to the United Kingdom, 
* as the native and Portuguese houses have no 
such preference and buy where they find it suits them best. 

Taken altogether, then, hardware comes principally from the 
United Kingdom, but it is « general complaint that British makers 
do not put their goods up so neatly and effectively as their competi- 
tors who are always striving after attractiveness in making up goods 
for sale and are willing to carry out the suggestions of their 
customers whenever possible. There is no doubt this has great 
influence with buyers, and a neatly parcelled article of inferior 
quality, especially if cheaper, is more saleable than a better one 
got up in an unattractive way. The Consul adds that it would 
probably be well worth the while of British manufacturers and 
exporters to give more attention to this detail. 


In the earthenware trade, the bulk of which is in the commoner 
qualities such as granite, painted and common 

— chinaware, the United has the 
; principal share, but painted and common 

chinaware from Holland is beginning to compete, and is generally 
better finished, the material being whiter and the glaze 
more brilliant. The colours in the painted ware are also 
brighter and the designs neater, while the shapes in both classes 
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are newer and prettier than in similar British goods, which continue 
to come in the old designs and shapes, no endeavour being made, 
apparently, to get out of the beaten track, so that anything in the 
way of novelty offered by competitors immediately attracts attention. 
The differences are not great but they are sufficient. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,602.) 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
tin of of an extract from the New York “Daily 
we Tribune” of the 3rd ult., containing an article 
Cotton on the existing conditions of the cotton trade in 
P the United States of America. In this article 
it is stated that, from about nine lbs. of wool per capita consumed 
formerly in that country, the substitution of cotton in the cheaper 
grades of cloth has reduced the amount by almost a third, while 
the amount of cotton consumed has risen to about 25 lbs. for each 
inhabitant. About a third of the wool consumed is imported, and 
on the other hand, twice the amount of cotton consumed is sent 
abroad, in other words, one-third of the cotton crop is consumed, 
and two-thirds exported. Unparalleled activity in all branches of 
business at the south this year is mainly due to the enormous 
profits on the last crop. It is stated that the consumption of 
cotton in the United States is unquestionably light. Despite the 
striking increase in the number of spindles in the south, mills in 
that section have actually taken less raw material than they did 
last year to same date, while northern spinners have taken 
378,000 bales less. The cost of production will be enhanced this 
year in the matter of labour to an extent never before known in 
the south. Development of oil fields, railways, and other industries 
has taken hands away from plantations, and it will be necessary to 
pay high prices both for planting and picking. 


BRAZIL. 


H.M. Consul at Porto Alegre, in his report for 1900, states that 
the stoppage of sales resulting from the sudden 


“enn. - rise in exchange, which caused all classes of 
Porto Alegre buyers to hold off, left importers with very heavy 


stocks which they have not been able to reduce 
since, and this fact, combined with the rise in prices in Europe, 
has made it impossible for them to make new purchases. 

B 
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Added to this, the list of articles in dry goods, which can be 
profitably imported, is constantly decreasing owing to the com- 
petition of native mills in Rio de Janeiro, Sio Paulo, and this 
State. 

While exchange remains at its present figure* (about 10d.) it 
does not pay to import the plainer kinds of cotton goods, such as 
domestics, Oxfords, denims, shirtings, &c., except some special 
qualities on a small scale, prints being about the only article 
remaining in which anything like an important business is done 
in dry goods with the United Kingdom. 

At the present time, however, all the importers are over- 
stocked with prints owing to the falling-off in the demand. 

Fancy cotton dress goods are also imported from the United 
Kingdom on a regular scale when business is normal, but the 
amount is not very large. 

Cotton trouserings (cassinettes and similar goods) which 
formerly came from the United Kingdom in considerable 
quantities, now come principally from Italy, though as far as the 
State of Rio Grande goes they suffer strong opposition from the 
goods of a factory established by an Italian company in the city of 
Rio Grande. 

Hosiery, when not of native make, now comes almost entirely 
from, or at least via, Germany. 

Cotton laces come principally from the United Kingdom. A 
few of native make have appeared in the market but they do not 
seriously compete. 

Baizes still come principally from the United Kingdom, but 
the consumption is not large and is very irregular, and a native 
mill in Rio Grande produces a good article which competes to a 
certain extent; the British baizes, however, have the advantage in 
finish and colour. 

The above remarks apply principally to goods for sale up 
country which form the bulk of the Porto Alegre trade. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,602.) 


* Report received at the Foreign Office 29th April, 1901. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Corn Prices. from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
the week ended the Ist inst., were as follow :— 
Wheat... 278. 7d. 
Barley... ove 2088, 8d. 
For further particulars see p. 574. 


A Statement is published on pp. 575-6, showing the quantities of 
;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United Kingdom during the 
¥ nee. two weeks ended the 25th ult, and Ist inst; 
as well as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The “Indian Import and Export Trades Journal” for April last 
says that, according to the General Memoran- 

of the Statistical Department on the 

_ ground nut crop in Bombay and Madras, 
1900-1901, the area under this crop ,in Bombay in the British 
districts of the Deccan is reported to be about 38,000 acres, which 
is about 38 per cent. below last year’s and 73 per cent. under the 
average. The crop is in fairly good condition in Khandesh ; but 
elsewhere the deficiency of the late rains stunted the growth of the 
unirrigated crop, and in places it has partially withered. In the 
Native States there are about 12,000 acres under the crop (mostly 
in Kolhapur), which is 24 per cent. above last year’s area. The 
yield is estimated at about 21,800 tons, which, though it greatly 
exceeds the miserable crop of last year, is not quite two-thirds of 
the yield of 1898-99. 

In Madras the prospects are better than in Bombay, the season 
having been more favourable. The area sown in Government 
villages to the end of December is estimated at about 211,000 
acres, being 55 per cent. more than the average of the last five 
years. This increased area is almost exclusively in the South 
Arcot district, where the crop is usually grown on a large scale. 
The yield is estimated at 88 per cent. of the normal. 

The export trade in ground nuts in recent years has fallen to a 
very low level, in consequence of bad seasons and the deterioration 
of seed; but with the employment of new seed of good quality 
and a return of good seasons the trade may revive. ‘The quantity 
exported in the last five years has been :— . 

B 
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From From From other Total 
Bombay. Madras. provinces. : 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
1895-96 -.-| 796,968 321,144 167 1,118,279 
1896-97 238,802 247,185 298 | 486,285 
1897-98 19,966 24,579 194 44,739 
1898-99 wid 76,728 10,296 737 87,761 
1899-1900 ... kes mer 23,904 131,840 175 155,919 
1900-1901 (nine months)... 2,478 84,093 110 | 86,681 
| 
GREECE. 


The British Vice-Consul in Cephalonia reports that at the time of 
his report,* prices for currants had commenced 

— to be firmer in that market and on the Continent 

as well (for fruit of last year’s growth still 
unshipped, and held principally in second hands), as soon as it 
became evident that there would be a considerable reduction in the 
new crop. They advanced gradually till they reached their climax 
when the full extent of the ravages caused by peronospera (mildew) 
had become a sad reality, the highest price paid being about 35s. 
c.if., thus bringing up the average for the balance of the crop of 
1899, to 20s. c.i.f. 

The average price obtained for the 240 tons net, which is all 
that was exported of the scanty production of 1900, was 35s. c.i.f., 
40s. and 47s. c.i.f. having been paid only for a few select parcels. 

The price of currants in Zante, according to the British Vice- 
Consul in that island, opened very high, in 1900, at about 40s. per 
ewt. f.0.b., and soon advanced to 45s., to 55s., and even 57s. 6d. to 60s. 
in some instances. Almost the whole was shipped to the United 
Kingdom, prices being too high for other markets. Only a trifling 
residue is still held back in Zante. The total value was estimated 
at about 50,0001. 

The Currant Bank, a new institution, the centre of which is at 
Patras, with branches at the principal currant-growing districts, and 
the capital of which is derived from the portion of currants retained 
each year by recent enactments, and which is sold by auction to 
distillers and wine makers throughout Greece, has, it is said, 
ordered some 2,000 tons of sulphate from the United Kingdom, 
with the view of assisting the currant and wine-grape growers, for 
whose benefit this bank is established. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,606.) 


* Report received at Foreign Office 6th May, 1901. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 30th ult. was 
Cotton Statistics. 59,307 and the number imported during the 
22 weeks ended the 30th ult., was 1,685,610. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 30th 
ult., 8,731 bales, and for the 22 weeks, 132,869. 
For further details see p. 573. 


Statistical tables are published at pp. 577-8, which summarise the’ 
latest periodical returns of trade issued by 


yo —-? several of the more important Foreign Countries 
gerry and British Possessions, which publish monthly 
Seeeeiions statistics of trade. These tables show the total 


value of the imports into and exports from each 
country for the latest period for which returns have been received 
at the Board of Trade. 


The following Inspectors of Weights and Measures have during 

the month of May, 1901, passed the examination 

ccc provided for in the 11th section of the Weights 

shai and Measures Act, 1889:—William J. Blair, 

' John Boyd, Andrew Breen, Robert J. Brown, 

Samuel Caldbeck, Robert Callaghan, Thomas Carney, Francis 

Cawley, James Comiskey, Martin Coyne, Patrick Dignam, Patrick 

Donovan, Michael Feeney, Joseph Gallagher, James Grady, James 

Kelly, James Kennedy, William Macabe, Patrick A. Marrinan, 

Robert A. McCombe, Michael McGuire, James McNamee, William 

Mulligan, Henry Murphy, Philip Reilly, Daniel Scully—all of 
the Royal Irish Constabulary. 


CANADA. 


The following information relating to telegraphs and telephones 
in Canada has been recently received at the Board of Trade from 
Mr. George Johnson, Statistician of the Dominion Government :— 


The telegraph system of Canada includes 3,906 miles of land and 
cable telegraph lines owned by the Government 

Telegraphs. of Canada, and 30,717 miles owned by com- 
panies, making a total of 34,623 miles of lines 

and 84,510 miles of wire. The messages of the signal quarantine 
and meteorological services, and also the bulletins giving the move- 
ments of the fish in the waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence and 
other shore lines, are transmitted free of toll. Since 1895 the 
mileage of the lines under Government control has increased by 
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1,182 miles, the total sum voted for construction, operation and 
maintenance of telegraph lines last year amounting to 527,400 dols, 

The company lines conveyed 4,960,414 messages last year. 

In 1891 the average number of messages carried annually per 
office was 1,700, and in 1900 it was 1,850, the number of offices 
increasing in the period by 198. Per mile of line the number of 
messages sent annually increased from 151 in 1891 to 161 in 
1900. 


The number of instruments in use in 1900 was 52,417, an increase 
of 18,917 over 1895. 
Telephones. Returns show that there were 62 companies 
in the Dominion, many of them doing private 
business chiefly and taking no account of the number of messages 
transmitted. Some of these are in process of absorption. There 
are 38 companies which may be deemed to be distinct and to 
be doing a public telephone business. These despatched 
156,217,627 messages, which is equal to 8,2; messages per diem 
for each subscriber. In 1895 the average was 5,9; messages. 


AUSTRALIA. 


The “Journal of Commerce” (Melbourne) of 23rd April notes 
that, contrary to anticipations, the exports of 


go coe ig T Victorian butter last year were larger than in 
in 1900 1899, amounting to 37,793,161 lbs., as against 


36,237,469 lbs. The largest increases in the 
quantities exported were to South African and Eastern ports, 
whilst slightly less was sent to inter-State markets. 

The following table shows the amount exported in the last three 
years :— 


To— 1898, 1899. 1900. 

Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
United Kingdom ... ... 13,548,293 | 26,045,210 | 26,185,679 
SouthAfrica... ... .. 1,840,450 | 3,905,300 | 4,745,107 
Inter-State... ... 2,811,802 | 5,718,560 | 5,716,222 
Eastern and other ports 568,399 | 1,146,153 
Total ... Lbs| 18,618,058 | 36,237,469 | 37,793,161 


Deliveries by rail into Melbourne for the first three months of 
this year amounted to 5,619} tons, as against 5,2194 tons for the 
corresponding period of last year, showing that production is still 
on a large scale. 
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RUSSIA. 
A despatch dated 15th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
: from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
enclosing the following particulars 

Sieasieds the commercial position of Vladivostock taken 

from notices which have appeared from time to 
time in the Russian press. 

During the three years 1895-1897 the average annual number of 
vessels entering the port of Vladivostock was 232 with about 
9,170,000 pouds* of goods per annum. In 1900 the number of 
vessels entering the port was 370 (excluding coasting vessels) with 
an aggregate net tonnage of 610,000. The number of vessels that 
entered Vladivostock in 1891 was only 153; in 1896 this number 
had increased to 267, and in 1900 to 370. 

The chief articles of export are whale and marine animal 
products, furs, skins, wood, salt, various roots, mushrooms, sea 
cabbage, &c 

Trade at Vladivostock is almost exclusively in the hands of 
Chinese, while industry is controlled mainly by the Japanese, 
excepting some dozen or so Russian, German, and French shops. 
Moscow goods are much in evidence. English goods, generally 
such as are of trifling value in England, obtain good prices at 
Vladivostock. The Chinese shops are museums of all sorts of 
Chinese and Japanese work, ivory, porcelain, gold embroidery, &c. 

The banks in Vladivostock are as follows:—Branch of State 
Bank, Branch of Russo-Chinese Bank, Town Bank, Yaroslav- 
_ Kostroma Land Bank. The population in 1900 was 30,000. The 
distance by the Siberian Railway from St. Petersburg is 8,785 
verstst, and from Moscow 8,175 versts. The annual average 
temperature is 4°6 celsius (40°28 Fahrenheit), the average 
maximum temperature is 30°6 celsius (94°08 Fahrenheit), and the 
average minimum temperature is 25°6 below zero celsius (14°08 
below Fahrenheit zero). The Golden Horn Bay freezes generally 
about the 15th/17th December (new style), and opens the first 
week of March. The St. Olga Gulf freezes about 17th November 
(new style), and is open about 20th April (new style). Labour 
and prices of goods rose nearly 100 per cent. from the beginning 
of the Chinese troubles. 

*1 potd = 36 lbs. 62 pouds = 1 ton. 


+ 1 verst = % mile (about). 
FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


With reference to the article on Malagasy trade on pp. 184-186 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 25th April 


ey last, the ‘‘ Depéche Coloniale” of the 30th ult., 
sg 1900 publishes the values of the principal articles 


exported from Madagascar in 1900. These are 
shown in the following table, and the values for the year 1896 
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are added, showing the progress made in the exports of native 
produce from the island in the last five years :-— 


Articles. 1896. 1900. 
| 

| £ £ 
Gold and gold dust 4,000 144,000 
Caoutchouc sinks 538,000 73,000 
Wax 12,000 | 20,000 
Vanilla 2,000 | 9,000 
Cape peas ... | — 8,000 
Other articles | 21,000 | 29,000 
Total. ... 144,000 430,000 

SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul at Bilbao reports that as capital accumulated in that 
district owing to the development of the 

mining there came the need of new 
apital: the outlets for it. ‘The old forms of investment 
Purchase of Ships, °“tlets for it. e old forms of investmen 
sanctioned, perhaps, by generations if not by 

centuries of custom, were no longer adequate for the 
requirements of what had been the richest province of Spain, 
and it speaks volumes for the sound common sense of the people 
that, when so much capital was accumulated, so few “ wildcat” 
schemes were launched. In the 14 years from 1886-99 636 new 
companies were formed and floated in the province, the great 
majority of them being in Bilbao, with a total capital of over 
14,000,000/. for industrial purposes. The city area had quadrupled 
since 1870, and the municipal expenses had multiplied by nearly 
seven, whilst the city population had risen from 37,000 to 74,000. 
In 1896, the Bilbao capitalists began to buy ships to do 
their own carrying trade. It will be noticed that they did 
not build them. In spite of the artificial stimulus given to the 
Bilbao shipbuilding trade by the opening of the Government 
yards, it is found that the ships can be built cheaper in British 
yards than in Spanish. It has been remarked that the three 
splendid cruisers turned out here at a cost of over 500,0001. each 
could have been built on the Clyde for 200,000/. to 300,000/. 
There was, therefore, no inducement to build, and the ships were 
mainly British ships which had been running in the Bilbao trade. 
Very high prices were paid for them, and the high exchange 
then ruling made them dearer still. But it was not until 1899 
that the buying commenced in earnest. In that year, as was 
pointed out in last year’s report, 61 steamers, measuring 130,295 
tons, were acquired by Bilbao business men from British firms. 
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The process was continued in 1900, the Spanish flag being hoisted 
over 53 steamers of a gross tonnage of 85,082 tons. According to 
the returns of Lloyd’s, Spain bought 136,800 tons of ships that 
had seen some service from British shipowners in the course of last 
year. Bilbao, therefore, purchased her full share. 

The total amount of shipping registered at Bilbao at the end of 
1900 was 190 vessels, of a gross tonnage of 242,939 tons. During 
1900 the immense sum of over 5,300,000/. was invested in new 
industrial companies in Bilbao. Of this amount 1,200,000/. was 
2598) in shipping undertakings. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,598. 


ITALY. 


The official ‘‘ Gazetta Ufficiale del Regno d'Italia ” of the 18th ult+ 
contains the result of the Census of Italy calcu- 


Fs ange lated on the 9th February last. 
1901 > ing The population of the Italian kingdom on 


that date was 32,449,754 persons as against 
28,459,628 in 188i, showing an increase of 3,990,126, or 140 per 
thousand. The greatest increases are found in the provinces of 
Rome (Lazio), Apulia, Liguria, and Sicily; and the least in the 
provinces of Piedmont, Campania, Calabria, Abruzzi, and Venice, 
which are precisely those districts from which the largest stream 
of emigration is annually directed. 


GREECE. 


H.M. Consul at Syra reports that the Acetylene Gas Company, 
Electric Lighti which started under very tavourable conditions 
poe ignuing in 1898, stopped working in 1900, owing to the 
tition of the electric light concern 
Gasin Syra,  mpetition o e electric light conce 
established in 1899, and an alleged breach of 
contract on the part of the municipality. It was much regretted 
by the consumers, who find electric lighting much more expensive 
and not such a satisfactory illuminant. The English telegraph 
company in Syra still retain acetylene lighting by means of a 
private installation, as it is found more reliable than the electric 
light, with equal brightness and without any unpleasant effect on 
the eyes. Public buildings, shops, cafés, and offices have adopted 
the electric light, but private house lighting makes little headway, 
owing to the heavy cost of installation, over which the company 
have the sole rights, and the high price charged to private con- 
sumers, which is equivalent to about 4s. 4d. per 1,000 feet of coal 
gas, renewal of lamps and fuzes not included. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,599.) 


H.M. Consul at Corfu reports that the wine exported thence in 
Wine Ind 1900 from January to the end of June was from 
crop of 1899 and amounted to 43,000 


of a hectolitres as follows :— 
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To. Quantity. 
i Hectolitres. 
France ... eos aes 27,500 
Total (equal to 3,753 tuns and 244 gallons) ... ae 43,000 


NoTE.—1 hectolitre equals 22 gallons. 


Of the crop of 1900, which almost entirely failed, no wine was 
exported; the little that was produced was hardly sufficient for 
local demand, and a considerable quantity had to be imported from 
the neighbouring island of Santa Maura. 

The price of the 1899 crop, f.o.b., ruled from 9 to 17 frs. without 
casks. 

The frice of the wine for local use was 20 to 23 frs. (paper) 
per hectolitre. 

The British Vice-Consul at Cephalonia reports that in the 
1,718 tuns of wine exported from that island in 1900 are included 
294 tuns of Santa Maura, and.785 tuns of mistelle, so that in 
reality only 639 tuns of Cephalonia wine from the fresh grape were 
exported in 1900 to foreign countries. 

The 46 tuns of wine which went to London were sent vii 
Holland, there being no direct steamers from Cephalonia to the 
United Kingdom. About 150 tuns, mostly ordinary wine, were 
shipped to Patras and the Pirzeus, and to other parts of Greece. 

The reason of this decrease in the shipments to the half of what 
they were in 1899 was the failure of the currant and grape crops. 

For wine shipments the Dutch steamers are preferred as a rule, 
and some of the shippers are even willing to pay a higher rate by 
these boats, which usually is 2s. per ton above that for currants. 

The British Vice-Consul in Zante reports that only about 15,000 
gallons of wine were obtained in that island, against at least 
800,000 gallons in 1899. The price, which is generally 1d. to 2d: 
per pint for good, ordinary quality, rose to 3d. to 4d. per pint for 
very doubtful quality, and much more for old vintages. The 
quantity exported was trifling. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,606.) 


The British in reports that the Town 

re ouncil of Argostoli, having decided upon 

Light adopting electricity for the lighting of the 

Island town, entered into a contract with the Thomson 

and Houston Electric Company, which ceded 

the contract to the Hellenic Electric Company in Athens, retaining, 
however, an interest in the concern. 
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The municipality engages by this contract to pay to the company 
30,000 fr. (1,200/.) a year, the rate of exchange for the franc having 
been fixed at 1 dr. 48 1. for the first four years, and at 1 dr. 45 1. 
for the next four years, the municipality having the option of 
paying these 30,000 fr. in gold should the rate go down to par. 

The company on the other hand engages to supply the town 
with 300 lamps, each of 16 candle-power, the duration of light 
being fixed at 2,450 hours in the year, the hours of light to be at 
the discretion of the Demarch and Council. 

The contract is for 60 years, at the end of which period the 
premises with machinery and plant become the property of the 
municipality. 

The new light was introduced in the month of June, and gives 
full satisfaction. About 600 lamps, most of them of 16 candle- 
power, have been taken by shopkeepers and others in town, and 
the Government establishments and several private dwelling 
houses are also lighted by electricity. 

The electric fluid is served to the public at a cost of 7 lepta in 
paper, or a little under 3d. per hour per light of 16 candle-power., 
the cost of installation being from 30 to 50 dr., say from about 
14s. 7d. to 11. 4s. 6d. (at 41 dr. per 1/. sterling) according to the 
size and quality of the lamp required. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,606.) 


In the report of H.M. Consul at Syra it is stated that the return 

of British vessels which entered the port of 
Shipping at Syra. Syra during 1900 shows a large decrease in 

number and tonnage compared with those of 
preceding years owing to the liquidation of Messrs. Cuppa Lambros 
Steamship Company, of Constantinople, whose steamers were 
under the British flag, and called at Syra regularly twice a week 
on their round between Constantinople, Smyrna, Syra, and Crete. 
These steamers are still employed in the same trade, but under the 
Greek flag. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,599.) 


MOROCCO. 

H.M. Consul at Tangier reports that the export trade in eggs has 
considerably increased of late years, and now 
Egg Trade. it exceeds in value even the trade in oxen, 
hitherto the most important item in the return 
of exports. It is calculated that during the year 1899 39,178,000 
eggs, valued at 81,621/., were shipped from Tangier. Of this 
amount 67,6021. went to Spain, 7,539/. to Gibraltar, 5,7091. to 
France, and 7711. to Germany. Shipments are now being also sent 
to the United Kingdom both direct and via Gibraltar. The eggs 
are small in size, but of good flavour. The increased demand for 
them for export has naturally caused a rise in prices. (Foreign 

Office, Anuual Series, 2,603.) 
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PORTUGUESE INDIA. 


The following table from the report of H.M. Consul at 
Trade of Goa Mormugiio (Goa) shows the total value of 

in 1900 goods (excluding those in transit) imported 

” P to and exported from Goa, dealt with by the 
Mormugiio Custom House for the year 1900:— 


Dutiable. Free. 


By Sea. |By Land.| Total. | By Sea. |By Land.} Total. 


Rupees. | Rupees. | Rupees. | Rupees. | Rupees.’| Rupees. 
Imports... ...| 7,29,563 | 58,093 | 7,87,656 8,712 1,092 9,804 
Exports ... ...| 1,383,388 | 3,585 | 1,386,973 | 2,20,752 | 27,538 | 2,48,290 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,604.) 


CHINA. 
The Acting British Consul at Hankow reports that of the six provinces 
to which foreign goods go from Hankow under 


a transit pass, Szechuen alone did an increased 
business—108,308/., against 72,3051.—chiefly 


due to more yarn and kerosene being sent to 
the eastern part of the province. Hupei and Hunan reduced 
their supplies, especially of sugar and oils, by totals of 500,000 
and 350,000 Haikwan taels respectively, and the diminished 
demand for yarn in Kueichow is responsible for a falling off of 
72,000 taels. ‘That Hunan, harassed by Boxers, rebels, and 
drought, took 54,000. worth is as surprising as the heavy decline 
in the Shensi trade from 106,000. to 69,0001. Chinese cotton- 
goods, on the other hand, improved their position in Hupei, 
Hunan, and Szechuen, Hankow yarn easily beating Shanghai, and 
the total value going under pass into the interior approached 
90,0001. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,601.) 


In the same report it is stated that the Viceroy has announced 
that he will shortly establish a general forei 
_ Settlement on the Woshang side of the 
ment at Hankow, °PPosite the Concessions, where foreigners have 
; * hitherto found great difficulty in obtaining land. 
Its success will depend on the rules under which it is administered, 
and it will not relieve the kerosene oil, lumber, and hide trades of 
their difficulty in finding locations now that this side of the river 
is absorbed by a string of concessions. Hide-drying is still 
allowed on the German Concession and on the British Concession. 
extension, but, as these fill up with residences and offices, the 
municipalities will probably insist on the nuisance being abated. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,601.) 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 22 Weeks ended 30th May, 1901. 


Week ended 22 Weeks ended 
a 30th May, 30th May, 
1901. 1901. 
IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
American... ose 52,070 1,416,546 
Miscellaneous... an 1,138 28,797 
Total = 59,307 1,685,610 
Exports. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 

American... eos ose 5,803 84,406 
Brazilian eee eee wee eee eee oe 835 
East Indian eee eee eve eee eee 185 18,808 
Egyptian... 2.741 25,893 
Miscellaneous ore eee eee eee eee 2 2,927 
Total ies eee eee 8,731 132,869 


| 
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Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
1st June, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


_— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat 46,514 0 37.67 
Barley ooo eco ove 859 23 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— 


| 
Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
| 
sponding | 
Week in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 


Qrs. Bus.} Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.|) d. 
1897 eoo| 52,481 5 1,477 7 4,378 5 | 27 10 20 8 i7 9 
3,903 1 | 46 3 26 10 21 0 


1898 _...| 30,484 6 735 | 
1899 ...| 75,111 7 1,944 7} 7,262 6 | 2 4 | 24 18 1 
1900 ...| 68,906 3 1,752 7} 6,702 0 | 25 5 | 24 4 | 18 6 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pope for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce inp into the United Kingdom in the week ended 


25th May, 1901, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
25th May, | ing week 
1901. in 1900. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... —... Number. 11,043 8,287 
Sheep and lambs... 11,216 1,626 
Swine eee oo eee eee eee ” 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef eee eee ooo eee eee Cwts. 115, 108 98,280 
Mutton eee eee eee ” 66,030 96,223 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
ose ove ove Cwts 96,025 118,815 
Pork 3,171 4,559 
a, unenumerated, salted or fresh ...| - me 14,307 12,588 
” 9,403 13,726 
Dairy produce and substitutes :-— 
Cwts, 62,768 62,967 
15,480 16,967 
Cheese 40,501 37,139 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums* .. 
cream* coo 133 186 
preserved, other kinds* 14 
eee eee Grt. Hundr, 385,370 365,757 
and game ooo Value £ 6,287 4,933 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) Cwts, 4,156 6,590 
Lard . 45,601 38,839 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Whea' Cwts. 1,232,500 1,457,000 
Wheat-mesi andflorr 259,700 528,400 
Maize orIndiancorn .. 1,022,100 1,337, "400 
Fruit, raw:— 
Apples Cwts, 17,754 20,009 
Apricots and peaches ove 56 191 
Bananas .. Bunches. 51,725 42,269 
Cherries Cwts. 1,589 6,039 
Gooseberries ~... 143 467 
Pears eee eee ore eee eee! ” 99 2 
Tons. 996 1,579 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions... ooo ay Bushels. 67,239 121,288 
Potatoes ... Cwts, 171,702 182,906 
Unenumeratea ... Value £ 12,649 16,408 
Dried+t Cwts. 2,035 = 


* a 1900 these were not shown separately. 
+ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900, 


ik 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom (continued). 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 


Produce imported into the United 


Kingdom in the week ended 


lst June, 1901, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
1st June, ing week 
1901. in 1900, 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, andcalves ... .. Number 13,245 8,122 
Sheep and lambs... 10,652 2,045 
Fresh meat :-— 
Beef Cwts. 83,869 79,205 
or meat :— 
Bacon Cwts. 112,805 102,309 
Beef... eee ere eee ” 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... ms 10,920 14,633 
Meat,preserved,otherwise than by salting ee 9,189 6,885 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums*... 

preserved, other kinds*... .. 26 

Poultry and game ... ove ea Value £ 9,666 7,056 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) oe Cwts. 1,322 2,986 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat-meal and flour ... ws 8 452,800 859,200 
Maize or Indian corn ose oo a 1,364,000 1,366,200 
Fruit, raw :-— 
Apricots and peaches... 215 197 
Bananas .. ww. Bunches 46,502 24,073 
Lemons... ose me 24,038 22,084 
Oranges... ooo $2,629 80,931 
Strawberries = 5,941 5,508 
Unenumerated .. ° oo 596 1,789 
...° ooo ove ove Tons 1,805 1,575 
bles, raw :— 

Bushels 120,281 193,362 
Potatoes ... ove ooo Cwts. 171,734 249,518 
Tomatoes ... x1 5,164 6,030 
Unenumerated Value £ 14,248 23,236 
Preserved by canning} ... ... 8,451 


* In 1900 these were not shown separately. 
+ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 
I.—IMPORTS. 
Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 


Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie eacept where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Imports, 
Countries. Year 
ending. 1899, | 1900. 1901. 
Germany (3 Months) ... | Mar. ...... Marks 1,317,497,000 | 1,465,927,000 | 1,837,798,000 
Belgium* (4 Months) ... | April ......| Francs 695,805,000 | 714,420,000 | 676,012,000 
France (4 Months) ...... April ...... Francs 1,556,788,000 | 1,741,495,000 | 1,621,851,00 
Spain* (3 Months) ...... Mar, ...... Pesetas 211,208,000 | 206,382,000 | 211,259,000 
(1898 (1899) 1900 
Portugal (12 Months)... | Dec, ...... Milreis 48,606,000 50,640,000 59,789,000 
Italy (3 Months) ......... Mar. ...... Lire 872,148,000 | 411,699,000 | 438,050,000 
Mar. ......| Kronen 406,658,000 | 437,438,000 | 407,787,000 
ths 
Egypt (3 Months) Mar. ...... LE. 2,582,000 8,096,000 3,580,000 
(1898-9) (1899-1900 (1900-1) 
United States (9 Mths.) | Mar. ...... Dollars 500,028,000 | 641,776, 599,481,000 
Japan (2 Months) ...... Yen 24,866,000 | 47,226,000 | —-39,494,000 
(1898- (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
British India (11 Mths.) | Feb, ......| Rupees 61,91,16,114 | 64,60,06,671 | 68,54,89,952 
1898- (1899-1900) (1900-1 
(8 Months) ... | Feb. ......| Dollars 96,842,831 | 115,228,940 | 114,486,554 
(9 Months) ... | Mar, ...... Dollars 108,712,813 | 129,695,883 | 129,012,121 
In Pounps STERLING. 
£ 
Germany (8 Months) ... | Mar. ...... 65,880,000 78,296,000 | 66,890,000 
Belgium* (4 Months) ... | April 27,812,000 28,577,000 | 27,040,000 
France (4 Months) ...... April...... 62,271,000 69,660,000 64,854,000 
Spain* (3 Months) ...... | Mar. ...... 8,448,000 8,255,000 8,450,000 
(1898) (1899) 1900 
Portugal (12 Months)... | Dec. . 10,936,000 11,894,000 13,441,000 
Italy (8 Months) .. ......| Mar. .. 14,886,000 16,468,000 | 17,522,000 
Austria-Hun; ngary 16,944,000 18,227,000 16,864,000 
(3 Months) 
3 Months) ...... Mar. ...... 2,649,000 3,177,000 678,000 
( (1898-9) (1899-1900) 19601 
United States (9 Mths.) | Mar. ...... 104,172,000 138,704,000 | 124,892,000 
Japan (2 Months) ...... Feb. ...... 2,504,000 4,854,000 4,059,000 
(1898-9) (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
British India (11 Mths.) | Feb. ...... 41,274,000 ,067,000 45,696,000 
(1898-9) (1899-1900) 0-1) 
(8 Months) ... | Feb. ...... 20,071,000 24,006,000 25,851,000 
(9 Months) ... | Mar. ...... 22,648,000 27,020,000 | 26,877,000 
United Kingdom (4M.) | April......| 157,551,000 169,875,000 | 178,500,000 


* Value of Principal Articles Imported only, 


| 

c 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions—continued. 


II.—EXPORTS. 


Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 


Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Exports, 
Countries. Year 
ending 1899. | 1900. 1901. 
Germany (3 Months) ... | Mar. ......| Marks 999,081,000 | 1,124,570,000 | 1,104,901,000 
Belgium* (4 Months) ... | April...... Francs 573,985,000 | 579,346,000 | 548,084,000 
France (4 Months) ...... April ...... Francs 1,246,194,000 | 1,319,763,000 | 1,363,516,000 
Spain* (3 Months) ...... Mar. ...... Pestas 172,058,000 | 183,107,000 | 144,267,000 
(1898) (1899) (1900) 
Portugal (12 Months)... | Dec. ...... Milreis 31,124,000 28,804,000 30,928,000 
Italy (3 Months) ......... | Mar. ...... Lire 827,413,000 | 350,091,000 | 341,724,000 
Austria-H ths) MRE. sieves Kronen 419,772,000 424,906,000 422,349,000 
(3 Mon 
Egypt (3 Months) ...... we L. E. 8,974,000 6,175,000 4,640,000 
1898-9 (1899-1900) | (1900-1) 
United States (9 Mths.) | Mar. ...... Dollars 931,378,000 | 1,036,518,000 | 1,120,481,000 
Japan (2 Months) ...... Feb, ......| Yen 33,069,009 28,346,000 33,842,000 
(1898-9) (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
British India (11 Mths.) | Feb. ...... Rupees 98,50,11,092 | 96,97,09,301 | 94,42,29,148 
(1898-9) (1899-1900 (1900-1) 
Canad 8 Months) | Feb. ...... Dollars 96,810,264 | 110,058,428 | 129,489,266 
9 Months jee Dollars 104,544,707 119,569,118 135,471,270 
In Pounps 
£ £ £ 
Germany (3 Months) ... | Mar. ...... 49,954,000 56,229,000 55,245,000 
Belgium* (4 Months) ... | April ...... 22,959,000 23,174,000 21,928,000 
France (4 Months) ...... April ...... 49,848,000 52,790,000 | 54,541,000 
Spain* (3 Months) ...... Mar. 6,882,000 7,324,000 5,771,000 
(1898) (1899) (1900) 
Portugal (12 Months)... | Dec. ...... 7,003,000 6,481,000 6,959,000 
Italy (3 Months) ......... Mar. . 13,097,000 14,004,000 13,669,000 
Austria-Hun; 17,491,000 17,704,000 17,598,000 
(3 Months) 
Egypt (3 Months) ¢) 4,077,000 6,336,000 4,761,000 
(1898-9) (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
United States (9 Mths.) | Mar. ...... 194,036,000 215,941,000 | 233,434,000 
Japan (2 Months) Feb. ...... 3,399,000 2,913,000 3,478,000 
(1898-9) (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
British India (11 Mths.) | Feb. ...... 65,674,000 64,647,000 62,949,000 
(1898-9) (1899-1900), (1900-1) 
(8 Months) ... | Feb. ...... 20,168,800 22,928, 26,351,900 
Canada 
(9 Months) ... | Mar. ...... 21,780,000 24,910,000 28,223,000 
United Kingdomt April ......| 81,512,000 94,765,000 | 92,799,000 
(4 Months) | 
* Value of Principal Articles Exported only. 


+ Exports of British and Irish produce and manufacture. 


} 
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TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Baward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900 [Volume I.], may be 
purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
gives, as regards the present volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
~ 1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country). The second volume will contain 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th ult. 
contains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
April: Census of England and Wales, 1901: Agricultural Wages 
in the United Kingdom in 1900: Recent Conciliation and 
Arbitration Cases and Collective Agreements, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Statistical Tables relating to the Colonial and other Possessions of 
the United Kingdom. Part 1897-8. 492]. Price 6s. 10d. 


This volume, which is issued by the Board of Trade, contains 
statistics relating to the Colonies in greater detail than it is possible 
to give in the annual “Statistical Abstract for the Colonies.” 
Such volumes have been hitherto issued triennially, the last dealing 
with the years 1894 to 1896 having been issued last year. It is 
proposed in future to publish these returns annually, and the 
present volume dealing with the two years 1897 and 1898 has been 
issued to bridge the interval between the last issued returns and 
those for 1899, which are now in course of preparation. Amongst 
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the subjects dealt with in the present volume are agriculture, 
banking, bankruptcy, crime, education, finance, imports and exports, 
manufactures, mining, meteorology, postal statistics, railways, 
shipping, &c., &c., statistics in regard to these subjects being given 
for each of the principal colonial and other possessions of the 
United Kingdom. 


Statistical Tables relating to Emigration and Immagration from 
and into the United Kingdom in the year 1900. 176. Price 64d. 

This return, which is issued each year by the Board of Trade, 
shows that there was in 1900 a further increase as compared with 
recent years in the passenger movement both outward and inward 
between the United Kingdom and foreign countries. The general 
effect of the entire passenger movement was a balance outwards 
of 43,400 persons as compared with 22,000 in 1899, and 36,000 in 
1898. This balance outwards is further shown to be the result of 
a net efflux of about 72,000 natives, and a net influx of about 
29,000 foreigners. The latter figure, however, includes about 
15,000 foreign sailors, of whom there is no record when they leave 
as members of the crews of outgoing ships. The total addition to 
the foreign population of the United Kingdom due to the 
passenger movement of 1900 is therefore put at 14,000. The tables 
appended to the report contain detailed statistics of emigration 
and immigration, as well as information with regard to the relief 
by various charitable bodies of poor aliens, principally Jews. 


Industrial Property and Merchandise Marks. Papers and Corre- 
spondence relative to the meeting at Brussels of the Union for the 


' Protection of Industrial Property. [Cd. 603.] Price 74d. 


This volume contains correspondence relative to the meeting 
held at Brussels in December last of the adjourned conference of 
the International Union for the Protection of Industrial Property. 
As a result of this conference, an act was drawn up embodying 
certain modifications proposed to be made with the consent of the 
Governments concerned in the Convention of 1883. 


Patents Acts. Appendices to the Report of the Committee 
appointed by the Board of Trade to inquire into the working of the 
Patents Acts on certain specified questions. [Cd.530.] Price 1s. 5d. 


These appendices comprise the evidence of the witnesses heard 
by the Committee, as well as documents communicated to them on 
the subject of their enquiry. The report of the Committee was 
noticed on p. 791 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 28th 
March last. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. ‘ 


Tue following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned 
places since Ist January, 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 


Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. | Price. 
2544 Tainan (South Formosa) (1899) .. | 2a. 
2545 Coast Protectorate 2d. 
2546 Mex | 
2547 a 899) Supplement | hd. 
2548 Russia—Agriculture. of the Odessa District, "1900 1d. 
2549 Egypt (1899 and half of 1900) 2hd. 
2550 Southern Italy (1900) . lsd. 
2551 Germany, Estimates for 1901 * 1d. 
2552 Bosnia and Herzegovina (1899) ... oa see 1d. 
2553 | Servia (1899 and 1900) ... ihe wie en 14d. 
2854 Ionian Islands 
2555 Angola (1899) .. 13d. 
2556 Yucatan (1900) wee 24. 
2557 Trade, &c., of Thessaly (1900) se ous 14d, 
2558 New Orleans (1900) 2d. 
2559 Italy, Finances for seo 1d. 
2560 Spain (1899) ... 23d. 
3561 Samoa (1900) . hd. 
2562 Havre (1900) ... 3d. 
2563 Ancona (1900) ... 1d. 
2564 Hiogo and Osaka 1}d. 
2565 Hungary, Financial Condition . 2d. 
2566 Chicago (1900)... 34d. 
2567 Coquimbo (1899) see hd. 
2568 | German Hast Africa (1900) ove 3d. 
2589 | La Rochelle (1900)... lid. 
2570 Baltimore (1900) 2d. 
2571 Texas (1900) ... wae | 2d. 
2872 Charleston (1900) ais | lid, 
2573 | The Morea (1900) ds | 14d. 
2574 Pomerania (1900) | Bhd. 
2575 Switzerland (1900) | Ta. 
2576 Chemnitz (1900) | 6d. 
2577 Amsterdam (1900) ld. 
2578 Poland and Lithuania (1900) 4d. 
2579 Netherlands (1900) ee 2d. 
2580 | Para (1900)... 34d. 
2581 | New York 
2682 Calais (1900) . 23d. 
2583 Trieste (1900) .. lid. 
2584 Palestine (1900). 1}d. 
2685 Nicaragua (1900) 1d. 
2586 Corunna (1900) 2d. 
2587 Aleppo (1900) ... 14d. 
2588 Trebizond (1900) 23d. 
2589 Faroe Islands (1900) - ld. 
2590 Stockholm (1900) 3d. 
2691 Pernambuco (1900) 2d. 
2592 Cadiz (1900) 23d, 


. 
i 
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No. Place. Price, 
2593 | Ghent (1900) ... | 1d. 
2594 Curacoa (1900) 
2595 Japan (1900) ... 23d. 
2596 Brest (1900) ... soit 
2597 Lombardy (1900) | 1a, 
2598 | Bilbao (1900) . | Qhd. 
2599 The Cyclades (1900) | ae \ 
2600 | Nice (1900)... 
2601 | Hankow (190¢) 
2602 Porto Alegre (1900) | led. 
2603 Tangier (1899) 
2604 Goa (1900)... 4d. 
2605 Canary Islands (1900) ... vs) 13 
2606 Greece (1900) ... 
2607 | Dunkirk (1900) | 1d. 
2608 Mozambique (1900) 
2609 Rosario (1900)... | Bd. 
2610 Paraguay (1900) 
2612 Bordeaux (1900) | 3d. 
2613 Taganrog (1900) | 2d. 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest has also been issued since 1st January, 
1901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price, 
546 France.—Preparation of French Plums ... 2d. 

547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhao 13d. 
548- United States.—Beet Sugar Industry 
549 Germany.—Colonial Estimates for 1901 .. 1d. 
550 United States.—Zinc Industry . 4d. 

551 Africa.—Veterinary Work in British East Africa and nd Uganda 

Protectorates (1898—1900) ... 4d. 
552 France,—Production of Normandy Cider .. 2d. 


i 
: 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i] 
i 
{ 


June 6, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 583 


Government Publications. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and verwoaed | 
relative to China 

2 Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and J apan ‘for the 
protection of the estates of deceased persons ee 4d. 
3 Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration 
additional thereto 4d. 
4 Agreement, additional, to the Convention between the Unit red | | 
Kingdom and France of 8th December, 1882, relative to | 

the exchange of Telegraph Money Orders ... oss ld. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued sinee 
1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual, 
No. Place. Price, 
314 Hong Kong... cool 240. 
318 British Guiana ate al 
319 Christmas Island des 
320 British Solomon Islands 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH | 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far ag 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda. 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which wag 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to becomes 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Eacise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 

lations concerning Commercial Travellers ; T'rading Licenses; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., he. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Hyre and 


Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 9 


London, H.C., price 24d. 
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